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EXT. STAINED-GLASS WINDOW 
 
We're slightly out-of-focus on the colorful details of a 
stained-glass window - there’s someone playing a piano, 
Bach, slow, crisp . . .  
 
Suddenly muted male voices hit our ears - 
 

KENNY (VO) 
 So - the heart? 
 

ARTHUR (VO) 
Oh, who knows . . .  

 
As camera pulls back, we see the classic stained-glass 
vision of an agonizing Jesus on the Cross . . .   
 
We pull back exponentially from the adobe-walled Ojai 
Presbyterian Church, until we overview the entire sleepy 
California town - 
 
We rack still further from our vantage point high in the 
Ojai foothills, overlooking the entire orange-grove valley -  
 
Until we're looking down right below us, into a beautiful 
homey estate high in the hills, sporting a small private 
valley just below the house - barn, corrals, a few horses in 
a lush Spring-time meadow.  
 
EXT. MEADOW 
 
Zooming in on the meadow, we discover a middle-aged but 
still young-looking man, Dr. KENNY BANKS - handsome with 
strong eyes and vulnerable lips - standing next to his 
psychiatrist friend ARTHUR BIGGS - a rotund, balding, 
brilliant fellow in his mid-thirties. 
 
They're alone together in the open meadow - archery bows 
taut, arrows aimed toward two distant side-by-side targets. 
There's a moment of extreme tension as the two men hold 
breaths, then begin exhaling in unison -  
 
They release their arrows at the exact same moment -  
 
We follow the flight of the arrows in slow-mo, soundtrack 
focused on the whizzing of the shafts through the air -  
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With violent impact, the arrows converge and sink deep into 
the same bulls-eye target. 
 
EXT. CU ON TARGET 
 
For just a gnarly second, intermixed with this classic 
archery image, we see an extremely brief shot of an arrow 
plunging deep into a man's chest -  
 
Now we're back to the benign twin-arrow image - 
 
EXT. ON THE TWO MEN 
 
Stunned, KENNY and ARTHUR look at each other intently -  
 

ARTHUR 
Jeez, you went for mine . . .   

 
KENNY 

Didn’t even notice - 
 
Arthur shakes his head - looks at his watch. 
 

ARTHUR 
Damn, late - catch ya for lunch?  

 
EXT. CHICKEN COUP BESIDE BARN - SAME TIME 
 
An old hound-dog, KIERDO, stands outside the chicken coup 
wire slobbering hungrily -  
 
He barks at hens who placidly stare him down from their 
secure nests.  
 
We HEAR Arthur's car driving away. 
 
As Kierdo turns around in frustration, he comes face to face 
with a wild COYOTE - eyes bright, maybe wanting to play.  
 
Kierdo whines nervously at the coyote, barks a half-friendly 
challenge. 
 

KENNY'S VOICE (VO) 
(shouting) 

Kierdo, Kierdo! 
 
At the intruding sound, the coyote turns and trots away into 
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the oak trees.  
 
KIERDO stands watching him disappear - then bolts for the 
main house a hundred yards away - running with difficulty 
caused by hip dysplasia.  
 
As CREDITS ROLL, he passes a couple horses kicking up heels 
in the corral. 
 
EXT. PATH TO HOUSE 
 
As CREDITS CONTINUE, we watch KIERDO run up a wide dirt 
path, under great live oaks and sycamores, past a large 
well-tended vegetable garden - 
 
Our camera POV pulls back a bit - and we realize we're 
looking through the twin orbs of high-power binoculars. 
 
EXT. HOUSE GARDENS 
 
Our view through the glasses shifts abruptly ahead fifty 
feet, to where KENNY now stands quietly in casual slacks and 
sports shirt, looking down over the pristine Ojai valley 
from his distant vantage point.  
 
CREDITS END just as Kierdo comes running up to Kenny and he 
gives the aging dog a big loving bear-hug. 
 
Suddenly we HEAR the sound of a woman and a man talking 
VOICE-OVER in hushed, serious, high-power voices: 
 

WOMAN (VO) 
So - that is him? 

 
MAN (VO) 

All seven dimensions congruent. 
 
Kenny winces, noticing the pain Kierdo feels from his 
degenerative hip disease. 
 

KENNY 
(compassionately, to the dog) 

Kierdo boy - that hip starts to look hopeless, 
without a miracle of some sort. 

 
Another woman's voice - anxious, American - that of the 



JUST BEFORE DAWN … page 6 

doctor's wife, JENNA - grabs Kenny's attention. 
 

JENNA (VO) 
Kenny - did you see anything - is it still out 
there? 

 
As Kenny turns and looks, we shift from binocular screen to 
NORMAL SCREEN. 
 
EXT. LARGE FRONT PORCH 
 
JENNA - early 40's, small solid body, pressurized emotions - 
is standing in her bathrobe on an overgrown wooden porch.  
 

KENNY (VO) 
Nothing out here but old Kierdo. Must have been 
another of those vivid dreams of yours. 

 
Jenna doesn't respond - she just stands there, not quite 
focusing on him, her eyes looking here and there nervously.  
 

KENNY 
(concerned) 

Hey, you okay? 
 

JENNA 
(defensively) 

Of course I'm okay. I'm only bothered by that 
coyote. 

 
KENNY 

If you see it again phone me, I'll be at the office 
till noon, then out visiting Uncle Jack - see how 
that foot's doing. 

 
Jenna nods vaguely, goes inside the house without saying 
anything more.  
 
Kenny hesitates, expression uncertain - then turns and walks 
over toward a well-preserved '56 convertible Chevy parked 
next to a black new BMW and an old Ford pickup. 
 
INT. HOUSE - SAME TIME 
 
JENNA enters an expansive but quite cozy living room. She is 
not smiling - her body is trembling. She glances out the 
window as she HEARS Kenny driving away.  
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She picks up the living room phone and dials. 
 

JENNA 
(breathless) 

Reverend Bairhardt - it's me . . . yes, I realize, 
but please, I don't know . . . what is - I need to 
see you. 

 
INT. CHEVY 
 
Looking upclose at whiteness, we HEAR the sound of an old 
convertible top - then SEE brilliant blue sky and white 
clouds appear as the top moves away. 
 
EXT. CREEK ROAD 
 
KENNY roars up his long private driveway, comes to a stop at 
the entrance to the county road - his expression shifting 
into more peaceful, enjoyable mode.  
 
He cuts the engine, releases the brake and commences 
coasting downhill alongside a shady fast-running stream, 
taking the curves at just the right speed.  
 
He slips a cassette into his car stereo. An old sixties 
tune, maybe "What A Day For A Daydream," starts up.  
 
Kenny's expression becomes blissed as he coasts through 
misty twisty canyon turns, the hum of tires and sound of his 
whistling merging with the music. 
 
As Kenny passes out of sight - a CAR comes along behind him, 
being discrete but following him. 
 
EXT. COUNTY ROAD INTO OJAI 
 
KENNY comes coasting alongside flowering orange and lemon 
groves - it's near Easter, everything's in bloom. 
 
He waves to a LOCAL FARMER -  
 
EXT. OJAI MAIN STREET 
 
KENNY comes driving through Ojai's old-fashioned Spanish 
Arcade. Several LOCAL PEOPLE shout friendly greetings to him 
- everybody seems to know and like him - this is his home 
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town. 
He passes the Ojai Presbyterian Church - looks up at the 
stained-glass crucifixion - 
 
We see the sudden repeat flash of an arrow piercing the 
chest of a man - 
 
EXT. POST OFFICE 
 
KENNY hangs a left, heads past the Ojai amphitheatre and 
community tennis courts, to an overgrown acre where the 
Banks Medical Building sits, comfortably half-hidden by 
overgrown trees and gardens. 
 
INT. DOCTOR'S WAITING ROOM 
 
PATIENTS are talking, reading, gazing out at overgrown 
gardens and fishpond. The office stereo is playing 60's 
music similar to what Kenny was listening to in his car - 
such as the hippie-jazz-rock composer Jesse Colin Young. 
 
Receptionist BETTY - late-sixties, friendly but in charge - 
sits at her post, talking to a tall striking DARK-HAIRED 
WOMAN with wallet in hand, regarding the charge for an 
office visit. 
 
KENNY comes in whistling a smooth lick with the lead guitar 
on the stereo - pauses to chat a moment with a couple of the 
patients, joking amiably, not slipping into doctor-superior 
mode - 
 
Then turns - finds himself face to face with the young 
exotic dark-haired woman - MAHALENA MAGDA-EL. Dressed 
stylishly but with no make-up, she's an unaffected natural 
knockout.  
 
Kenny appears uncharacteristically bashful in her presence - 
his breathing freezes.  
 
The woman extends her hand formally. She's not smiling - her 
full wide lips are open slightly and she has her head 
tilted, looking at the doctor quizzically, almost anxiously.  
 

MAHALENA 
(slightly-accented, resonant voice) 

So - you are Doctor Banks? 
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KENNY 
 That's right. 

MAHALENA 
My name, it is Mahalena Magda-el. Please forgive me, 
but I am somehow, surprised - to find you so, well - 
different. But still - I must speak with you - in 
private.  

 
Finding himself still holding this woman's hand, or rather 
she still holding his, Kenny turns his head to the left and 
meets the grandmotherly gaze of Betty for a moment. 
 

KENNY 
(to the young woman) 

Have you - gone through the preliminaries? 
 

MAHALENA 
(her voice low) 

Yes, of course. 
 
Another moment of unexpected intimate confusion - finally 
Kenny catches his breath, regains his composure, shifts into 
med mode - gives Mahalena's hand an encouraging professional 
squeeze as he smiles. 
 

KENNY 
So - Mahalena - I'm certain, everything's going to 
be okay. 

 
Mahalena inhales sharply, her eyes brightening as a most 
magnificent sensual smile spreads across her lips. 
 

MAHALENA 
(almost whispering) 

 Thankyou - thankyou. 
 
EXT. BACK EAST, PRINCETON CAMPUS - SAME TIME 
 
A wet March snow is falling as SHANNON BANKS - daughter of 
Kenny and Jennifer, 20 with startlingly brilliant eyes, 
naturally-deep expression but somewhat emaciated body - 
emerges from the castled depths of Princeton University and 
walks with determination through the snow. 
 
EXT. PRINCETON, NASSAU STREET 
  
Crossing Nassau Street into town, SHANNON falters - her 
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strength nearly gone but expression carrying a positive 
flair. 
A friend comes walking by, looks concerned. 
 

FRIEND 
 Hey Shanny, how you feeling today? 
 

SHANNON 
(feigning health) 

 Fine thanks. 
 

FRIEND 
See you for dinner? 

 
EXT. PRINCETON, SIDE STREET 
 
Walking with determination down a side street, SHANNON comes 
face to face with a very old, mysterious-looking MAN who's 
standing quietly alert - as if waiting for her.  
 
Shannon reacts, somewhat frightened by the man's presence - 
almost speaks - then walks past the old man on down the 
street.  
His ancient expression unable to mask his inner excitement, 
the old man follows the young woman through the snow.  
 
She glances back nervously, sees him following - hurries her 
pace as she rounds a corner. 
  
INT. KENNY'S PRIVATE OFFICE - SAME TIME 
 
KENNY is staring vaguely out a picture window at beautiful 
overgrown gardens.  
 
His body convulses slightly - he raises his hands to his 
chest - the sudden rap of knuckles on his door makes him 
jerk involuntarily.  
 
In walks BETTY, bringing the ceremonial cup of morning 
coffee. She puts Mahalena's folder down on the desk, speaks 
with a fairly strong, judgmental Scottish accent.  
 

BETTY 
Well - says she has no insurance - paying in cash. 
Some street address in Italy - vague complaint of 
recurrent abdominal pain. My guess would be she's 
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Egyptian. The last name, Magda-el - or is it the 
Israelites who end their names that way? 

KENNY 
(hiding his feelings) 

Have Ruth run the regular tests. 
 

BETTY 
Before I forget - Roger Maddox is back in the 
hospital. 

 
KENNY 

Hmm - probably won't make it out this time. 
 

BETTY 
He'll be the very last of your father's friends. 

 
Kenny frowns with a thought. 
 

KENNY 
What - you think Dad could have helped him? 

 
BETTY 

(cautious) 
There never was any way of knowing, beforehand. 
Besides, old age gets us all, regardless. 

 
Betty takes a couple steps toward the door, then turns. 
 

BETTY 
(still bothered) 

That lady - spooky eyes. The way she took your hand, 
and held it for so long. (Beat) Have you two - met 
before? 

 
KENNY 

What? No. 
 

BETTY 
Kenny, are you alright? 

 
KENNY 

(trying to joke) 
Of course I'm alright - I'm the doctor, remember? 
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INT. LARGE ROOM, PRINCETON - SAME TIME 
 
In a simple, non-esoteric meeting room, 20 wide-awake folk 
have their attention focused on a middle-aged, masculine, 
longhair leader named RALPH - beyond New Age hype, he's some 
serious high-level teacher. 
 
A solitary wind instrument - the seemingly-atonal Peruvian 
ceramic-gourd flute, or a Tibetan prayer horn - is playing, 
sounding spookish to unaccustomed ears.  
 
  RALPH 

Let me perhaps put this another way - each and every 
one of us, here, represents eternity's crazy 
impassioned love affair with chronological time - 
individually embodied miraculously in mundane human 
form. 

 
Shannon comes in quietly, unnoticed, sits down in back - 
gaunt pain on her face. 
 

RALPH 
The basic, eternal truth is this: we'll never 
discover our true location in this universe, never 
understand the deeper mysteries of human 
incarnation, until we come to realize that Mother 
God and Father God - they are profoundly, hopelessly 
in love!  

 
Ralph notices Shannon - gives her a slight nod of concerned 
recognition, then goes on with his thought. 
 

RALPH 
How can I manage to say this - the dynamic energy of 
human sexuality, that motivates our entire array of 
underlying actions - this is nothing less than the 
primal raw expression of Holy Spirit, manifesting 
right here and now as three-dimensional reality . . 
. understood? 

 
He looks around the room, meets the eyes of perhaps-
comprehending individuals - then holds Shannon's steady 
gaze, smiles to her warmly. 
 

RALPH 
Shannon - we're pleased you could come.  
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Just then the OLD MAN enters the room. He pauses, nods to 
Ralph. 
 
Ralph's reaction to the old man is first of all shock - then 
confusion - then an excited nervousness. 
 

OLD MAN 
(calmly to Ralph) 

Please, don't let me disturb you - continue. 
 

RALPH 
(voice low, tremulous) 

Welcome, Lazantho. (to the group) My friends, most 
of the deeper understandings which I am teaching 
you, have come to me - through this man who is 
suddenly, after so many years, here in our presence.  

 
 Shannon glances at the old man - they lock eyes as Ralph 
continues talking. 
 

RALPH (VO) 
Enough words - let's close eyes, focus on the 
breath, the heartbeat . . . set aside all 
traditional forms of understanding . . . and relax 
right here, right now, into the infinite ocean of 
eternity's presence . . . 

 
All eyes close - except for Lazantho's, which are fixed 
again upon the young woman Shannon.  
 
Shannon opens her eyes - sees the old man looking directly 
at her.  
 
Lazantho rises, nods for Shannon to follow - leads the young 
woman outside. 
 
EXT. PRINCETON STREET - SNOWING HARD 
 
Uncertain but not timid, SHANNON walks alongside LAZANTHO 
through the snow. 
 
The old man pauses, eyes Shannon again and smiles strangely, 
seeming to recognize her. He's definitely spooky, but not 
exactly menacing. 
 

LAZANTHO 
So - you are Shannon.  
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SHANNON 

My friends call me Shanny. 
 

LAZANTHO 
But what is this - you appear ill. 

 
SHANNON 

(matter-of-factly) 
Oh - well. Stomach cancer. Ralph's helped me - but 
no, he doesn't work miracles, not in my case at 
least. 

 
LAZANTHO 

(beat) You must tell me - do you see yourself dying? 
 

SHANNON 
(becoming emotional) 

I keep expecting to get better, deep inside I feel . 
. . but still, in my body, I keep getting worse. 

 
LAZANTHO 

(mysteriously) 
Your being ill - strange . . . ah - this means you 
should - I know someone you can go to, who can help 
you - if this is what you want . . .  

 
Shannon doesn't answer - she begins trembling.  
 
Lazantho hands her a piece of paper. She hesitates, reaches, 
takes the note, looks down at it, reads - looks up 
surprised.  
 

SHANNON 
But this address - it's in Ojai - my home town. 

 
Lazantho stands up, finished. 
 

LAZANTHO 
Yes - I shall join you, perhaps. Meanwhile, praises 
that you have been found - and my blessings, such 
that they are, upon you.  

 
The old man turns and walks quite quickly away - Shannon 
sits there staring after him, then down at the piece of 
paper - 
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INT. HALLWAY OF KENNY'S OFFICE - SAME TIME 
 
KENNY emerges from his office - sees his nurse RUTH with the 
tall mystery woman, MAHALENA, on scales. Ruth - short and 
energetic, usually full of laughter - is unusually quiet in 
the woman's presence. Kenny walks toward them. 
 

KENNY 
(formally) 

When you're ready. 
 
He walks past them into one of the patient rooms. 
 
INT. PATIENT ROOM 
 
Closing the door behind him, KENNY exhales loud.  
 
The room is cozy, high-quality impressionist watercolor 
scenes of Ojai on the walls instead of the usual organ 
charts. 
 
The door opens, RUTH walks inside, hands Kenny the folder 
with the woman's vital statistics. 
 

RUTH 
Everything normal - that we can see. 

 
As Ruth exits, MAHALENA comes walking with quiet quick steps 
into the privacy of the examination room, closing the door 
behind her.  
 
They stand and stare fixedly at each other a moment. 
 

MAHALENA 
I am sorry, if I disturb you. 

 
KENNY 

Disturb me - of course not, why should you disturb 
me? Have a seat - I understand you have stomach 
pain. 

 
Moving with a grace he can't keep from noticing, a fluid 
lightness to her slender but strong body, Mahalena settles 
into a comfortable chair -  
She eyes him with a penetrating brown-eyed stare, scanning 
down his long body and then back up.  
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MAHALENA 
(hesitantly) 

Yes - I have had pains on and off - here. 
 
She places a hand lightly over her left abdomen. 
 

MAHALENA 
I am hoping perhaps, that you can help me, to heal. 

 
KENNY 

I'll do my best. 
 

MAHALENA 
(suddenly intimate) 

I must say to you, what a great relief it is, to 
finally find you. 

 
KENNY 

I've been right there in the book, fifteen years and 
counting. 

 
MAHALENA 

(confused) 
No, I mean - oh, this is so difficult - perhaps I 
should not have come at all. 

 
KENNY 

If you have pain, it's important to have it checked 
out. 

 
MAHALENA 

Yes, well . . . 
 

KENNY  
(beat) So - when did you first feel the pain? 

 
MAHALENA 

Several months ago, I noticed a lump, a ball, 
something inside me - it has not become better all 
this time. I know I need the right person, someone 
like yourself, to touch me - to heal me. 

 
KENNY 

(defensively) 
Hold on now - doctors aren't healers. We're here to 
do what we can, but it's of course your own body 
that does the healing. 
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She stares at him blankly, as if what he's said doesn't 
quite make sense to her.  
 
He turns away a moment, still bashful in her presence even 
though he's not usually the bashful type with women.  
 
He clears his throat, faces her again. 
 

KENNY 
Tell me, where are you from originally, your last 
name sounds, well - Egyptian? 

 
MAHALENA 

Oh, my father, he was the mix - American Indian, and 
Irish. My mother, she was Hawaiian - and Chinese. 

 
She makes another most beautiful move, raising her body 
effortlessly up off the chair with her two hands placed on 
the arms of the chair - and recrossing her legs under her. 
 
Flustered, Kenny walks over to stare out the window - then 
inhales, pulls himself together. 
 
When he turns around - the woman is standing quite close to 
him. 
 

KENNY 
So then, about your pain. 

 
  MAHALENA 

Yes - perhaps you can feel, tell me what it is. 
 

KENNY 
Well - alright. Loosen your clothes in that region, 
lay down on your back, we'll see what it is that's 
bothering you. 

 
He half-watches her unbutton her vest, open her blouse, 
unbutton her slacks and laying down on the examination 
table.  
She glances nervously at him, then closes her eyes, inhales, 
stretches involuntarily. Wearing no bra, her breasts are 
half exposed.  
 
Kenny makes a face of determination, stands rubbing his 
hands together so they'll be warm when he touches her -  
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- but she inhales sharply anyway as he makes contact with 
her skin. 
 

KENNY 
(professional but tender) 

 It's okay, you can relax.  
 
She's now staring at him with wide-open expectation. 
 

KENNY 
What - are you worried that I'll hurt you? 

 
MAHALENA  

No, please, continue - I want to feel you, you're - 
I mean I want you to feel, my - 

 
He presses his fingers into her abdomen, lightly at first. 
Feeling for tell-tale hardness but not finding any, he 
presses deeper, exhales slowly, concentrating upon the 
sensations coming to his fingertips, encountering 
superficial muscular tension and gastric bubbles but nothing 
to indicate - 
 
What - suddenly she's sitting bolt upright, gasping for air. 
 

MAHALENA 
No, this is - I am sorry, there is nothing wrong 
with me. 

 
Her breaths hot on his face, she reaches out and takes his 
hand in both of hers.  
 

MAHALENA 
(whispering seriously) 

I only required to feel your touch - I was told you 
are a healer, that - but this is all wrong - please, 
forgive me. 

 
She stands up and begins buttoning her slacks, firing a 
sudden look at him watching her. 

KENNY 
I'm not any kind of New Age healer if that's what 
you're looking for. 

 
MAHALENA 

But - you do have the - healer's touch. 
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KENNY 

(defensive) 
Wrong - there's no external mystic force in the 
universe that intrudes upon the medical model. 

 
Mahalena stares at him, looking both hurt and confused. 
 

MAHALENA  
I see. 

 
KENNY 

So - is there actually nothing wrong with you? 
 

MAHALENA 
I came here only because, you see, events led me to 
you - and it felt essential to meet you, in person. 

 
KENNY 

Well there's plenty of so-called psychic healers 
around this valley, if that's what you're looking 
for. 

 
MAHALENA 

I am only interested in an actual doctor such as 
yourself - who has recently come into possession of 
certain powers which lie quite, well - beyond the 
medical. 

 
KENNY 
(cold) 

Well you were misinformed, in my case. 
 

MAHALENA 
But your touch, I did feel - I must ask you, I must 
know - have you felt any unusual energies entering 
your body, during these last two weeks? 

 
 

KENNY 
(withdrawing)  

Please, Miss Magda-el - I don't know what it is 
you're up to but this is a doctor's office, I have a 
number of genuinely ill people waiting out there 
needing serious medical attention. 
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MAHALENA 
(pulling back) 

I see. Excuse me - perhaps I do have the wrong 
person, after all. I am very sorry to have disturbed 
you. 

 
KENNY 

(softening) 
Please - you don't disturb me at all - I like you - 
very much. But I'm a doctor. 

 
MAHALENA 
(curtly) 

Yes, well - carry on, doctor. 
 
EXT. OJAI BACK STREET - SAME TIME 
 
With JENNA BANKS at the wheel, a BMW comes driving fast past 
the Ojai Presbyterian Church, turns right, then left, then 
drives around to the back of a large old two-story house, 
parking where she won't be seen from the street. 
 
INT. HOUSE 
 
Inside the house, standing where he can look out his study 
window at the BMW, is Reverend WILLIAM BAIRHARDT, minister 
of the Ojai Presbyterian church - recently widowed, early-
fifties, somewhat spiritually astute within the boundaries 
of a fairly tight Protestant ethic. 
 
He goes back to his desk, tries to remain calm. A Bible and 
a Concordance are on the desk - he's working on his Palm 
Sunday sermon.  
 
He remains sitting when he hears his back door open and 
close. A moment later JENNA comes bursting into the office, 
looking flushed, bright. She stands a moment some distance 
from him.  
 
He looks up, feigning disinterest in her presence. 

WILLIAM 
(professionally) 

Ah, there you are. 
 
As he stands up to greet her, she comes into his arms 
without hesitation - and bursts out crying. He tries to 
comfort her - but she's more intimate toward him than he's 
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comfortable with. 
 

WILLIAM 
(honest compassion) 

There there - you're trembling - what's happened? 
 
 Jenna pulls herself together somewhat. 
 

JENNA 
I'm not sure. I woke up early this morning, walked 
downstairs, out into the back yard - and there was a 
coyote - standing there staring right back at me - 
not moving. 

 
WILLIAM 

A coyote? 
 

JENNA 
William, she - she said something to me. 

 
WILLIAM 

(upset at this) 
What?  

 
JENNA 

Yes - somehow - I heard her. 
 

WILLIAM 
Well - so what did you hear it say? 

 
JENNA 

(breaking down again) 
Oh Billie, I'm so scared - this was the direct 
opposite feeling, of before - completely different - 
perhaps even something evil - tell me what it means! 

 
WILLIAM 

So - what exactly did the dog say? 
JENNA 

I told you - it was a coyote - she spoke to me in 
such in a low, soft voice, calm, welcoming me - and 
I must tell you this, I must - her voice, it was 
almost like - my Shanny's -  

 
This makes the pastor especially upset. 
 

WILLIAM 
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Jennifer, now tell me - what exactly did the coyote 
say? 

 
JENNA 

Oh - it's gone foggy - I forget! 
 

WILLIAM 
You must remember! 

 
JENNA 

Please, don't be mean to me. 
 
William stares down at his Bible, confused and upset.  
 

JENNA 
(whispering) 

William, there was more - when the coyote turned and 
trotted off, I had this tremendous yearning, to 
follow - God, I'm so afraid - that Shannon's loss of 
faith, that it will happen the same way, to me. 
Please, at least, pray with me - for her. 

 
He takes her hand - they kneel together.  
 
We HEAR quite contrary music rise up on the soundtrack -  
 
EXT. LONG LUSH DRIVE - NOON 
 
KENNY comes cruising up the private road to the Ojai Valley 
Country Club, listening to some Indian-beat smooth-rock tune 
- 
 
His expression is serious as he pulls up to the main 
entrance, cuts the engine, hesitantly allows a valet to take 
his car as he walks inside. 
 
We see the car that was following him earlier in the film 
pull up and park in the lot. 
Two oriental people, a man and a woman, follow Kenny 
discretely into the Country Club. 
 
INT. COUNTRY CLUB RESTAURANT 
 
ARTHUR BIGGS is sitting alone at a prime-view table. A 
natural sexual dynamo in spite of his unusual looks and 
intellectual flair, he has two women making eyes at him from 
their respective tables. 
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KENNY comes walking into the sedate atmosphere - Arthur 
waves - Kenny approaches him. 
 

ARTHUR 
Hey, what's that look? 

 
Kenny sits down across from him, gazes out a moment at the 
lush golf greens and hazy coastal mountains. Reaching for 
the gin tonic in front of him, he notices his hand shaking 
slightly.  
 
Arthur - an accomplished psychiatrist - remains silent a 
moment, watching his friend closely. 
 

ARTHUR 
You appear slightly ephemeral. 

 
KENNY 

(bothered) 
Ephemeral?  

 
ARTHUR 

Jenn see another of her angels? 
 

KENNY 
Coyote this time - talked to her. 

 
Kenny is obviously bothered by something. 
 

ARTHUR 
Want to spill it? 

 
KENNY 

(uncertain) 
This woman came to the office, supposedly with 
stomach pain - strange, witchy kind of woman, dark 
beauty - knocked me completely off-kilter. 

ARTHUR 
Sexually? 

 
KENNY 

(hesitating) 
Not quite. Wanted me to touch her, mistook me for 
some - psychic healer. 
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ARTHUR 
(aping New Age jargon) 

But of course, you are - we all are - we have only 
to open ourselves to the vast energetic beyond, and 
amazing healing power comes flooding in - of this I 
am absolutely certain. 

 
Kenny eyes him. 
 

KENNY 
Funny - I've known you since we were kids and still, 
sometimes I don't think I know you at all - what you 
really believe. 

 
ARTHUR 

(honestly) 
That's because none of us knows what we believe, 
unless of course we're pushed to such extremes that 
we have to stand up and act - then we find out . . . 
but the whole psychic healing thing, that's been 
proven without question to be absolute pure bull - 

 
KENNY 

(ruminating) 
But imagine, if it was true - we'd both be out of 
jobs. 

 
ARTHUR 

Not to mention out of conceptual structures to hang 
all this raw reality around us on, hey!  

 
They fall silent a moment - Kenny drifting off somewhere. 
 

ARTHUR 
So tell me more about this woman - I can see you're 
upset - or rather, perhaps fascinated - are you 
going to pursue her further? 

KENNY 
What? Pursue? No. 

 
A grin turns Arthur's lips playfully sensual. 
 

ARTHUR 
In that case, perhaps you might slip me her phone 
number. 
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Kenny laughs at this. 
 

ARTHUR 
I'm serious - when any remarkable woman, or man for 
that matter, crosses our path, we should make every 
effort. Otherwise life becomes quite categorically 
dull. 

 
KENNY 

(serious now) 
I'm telling you - she was slightly off her rocker. 

 
ARTHUR 

Best ones usually are. How about the number? 
 

KENNY 
(soberly) 

I can't divulge patient information, any more than 
you can. 

 
ARTHUR 

So - you free tomorrow morning? 
 

KENNY 
(mind elsewhere) 

Uhm - got early hospital duty - done around ten.  
ARTHUR 

Let me tempt you - come sailing, meet my new girl. 
Her mother, just like your Dad by the way - she was 
purported to be a healer - but don't hold that 
against her. 

 
Kenny shrugs his shoulders, remains silent - his expression 
vague. Arthur watches him intently for a moment before 
speaking up. 
 

ARTHUR 
What's going on? 

 
KENNY 

Uhm - nothing - just running that woman's paperwork 
through my mind - shit - no phone number. 

 
ARTHUR 

So - you doing something behind Jenn's back - has it 
progressed that far? 
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KENNY 

No - I - I don't know. Where's the waiter, I'm 
starved. 

 
The waiter lights a candle on the table.  
 
With CU on candle - suddenly we HEAR the sound of someone 
singing, or rather chanting - a quiet spontaneous female 
voice expressing rough beauty and power. Camera holds on 
candle, then racks focus - 
 
INT. CABIN 
 
We find the unselfconscious chanting woman - MAHALENA, 
dressed the opposite of high-fashion now, mostly native-
inspired garb - sitting alone in a rustic two-room cabin.  
 
On an easel behind her is a radiant, abstract chalk portrait 
- of Kenny's face, but transmuted somehow into an older, 
somehow Tibetan-looking face.  
 
Mahalena suddenly stops chanting, turns and stares at the 
drawing, then jumps up and adds a few finishing touches.  
 
The phone rings - MAHALENA picks up the receiver. 
 

MAHALENA 
Hello? 

 
We see the old man, LAZANTHO, in a room. It's snowing 
outside. 
 

LAZANTHO 
Greetings cherished one - I bring news! 

 
MAHALENA 
(excited) 

Me also - it is possible that I have found him! 
 
Lazantho reacts, surprised.  
 

LAZANTHO 
No, this is not possible - I myself have been guided 
- just today I have sent her - she is a woman! And 
I've sent her to you - imagine though - she herself 
is deathly ill. 
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Mahalena cocks her head in bewilderment. 
 

MAHALENA 
Are you certain - you have found the one? 

 
LAZANTHO 

Yes - without question. 
 
She turns to stare at Kenny's portrait. Some sixties rock 
music picks up - 
 

MAHALENA 
But Grandpa - I have found the one as well! Can 
there be - two? 

 
LAZANTHO 

(confused) 
No - this is not my understanding . . . 

 
The rock tune is now louder on the soundtrack - and we watch 
as Mahalena's abstract portrait of KENNY slowly morgs - into 
his real-life live-action face . . . 
 
EXT. AUTO - COUNTRY ROAD 
 
Driving along a pastoral back road through the sunny 
afternoon, cheeks rosy from steak and alcohol and a cool 
wind on his face, KENNY hangs a right up a narrow road, the 
60's music blaring, heading through an old-time ranching 
valley. 
 
The mysterious ORIENTAL MAN AND WOMAN, in their car, are 
following Kenny at a distance. 
 
 
EXT. RANCHER VALLEY 
 
At the end of the dead-end country road KENNY comes to the 
completely-run-down ranch-house, barns and corrals of a 
once-prosperous cattle operation - now mostly abandoned and 
baking in the sun.  
 
Kenny comes to a stop, sits a moment staring wistfully at 
the old ranch-house.  
 
We HEAR the sounds of the ranch when Kenny was 6 and living 
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here - children's laughter, adults shouting to them, dogs 
barking.  
 
Suddenly around the corner of the house we SEE three six-
year-old children running after each other. 
 

YOUNG GIRL 
Kenny, wait - wait for me! 

 
The vision disappears, SOUNDS STOP, the memory is gone. 
Kenny stares at the present-day deterioration of the old 
ranch-house, then drives over to the barns. 
 
EXT. OLD BARN 
 
KENNY parks beside a battered El Camino pickup, and gets 
out. A tall old cowboy, UNCLE JACK - a tough but social 
fellow with a high cackling laugh, sharp eyes and mind - is 
working inside the tin barn with its great doors open wide, 
pounding a red-hot horseshoe for one of the custom rocking 
chairs he makes out of old harness, saddles, horseshoes and 
wagon springs. 
 
KENNY approaches - a puppy comes waggling over. Uncle Jack 
raises his visor when he's done welding - extends his big 
thick-skinned hand for a formal shake. 
 

KENNY 
(concerned) 

So - how's the foot? 
 

UNCLE JACK 
Hurting like hell, damned thing. What's wrong with 
medicine these days, I thought you guys knew how to 
do a job right. 

 
KENNY 

Listen - I should take you down to UCLA to the 
specialist I was -  

 
UNCLE JACK 
(fed up) 

 Had my fill of specialists this lifetime, thanks. 
 
Uncle Jack reaches for a beer. 
 

Want one? 
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KENNY 

No thanks. Well sure, why not. 
 

UNCLE JACK 
Somebody was here yesterday, asking about you. 
Pretty filly - knew all about your Dad, had even 
heard about Tia Loretta - 

 
Kenny is opening his beer from the cooler, taking his first 
sip - hearing what Jack says, he chokes slightly on his 
beer. Jack pauses to roll a cigarette, his eyes twinkling. 
 

UNCLE JACK 
What's the matter, too strong? 

 
KENNY 

Was she a tall, dark-skinned woman? 
 

UNCLE JACK 
(enjoying this) 

Boy, wouldn't matter what color with a woman like 
her. You've met the lady? 

 
KENNY 

This morning. Mahalena something. 
 

UNCLE JACK 
Magda-el. 

 
KENNY 

Good memory. 
 
 
 

UNCLE JACK 
(sharp wit) 

Senility ain't quite what it's cracked up to be. 
 

KENNY 
So - what did she want? 

 
UNCLE JACK 

Information on the old traditional-type healers of 
around here. About time too - there's stories from 
back there what's just disappearing from human sight 
- like when Donald Three got so sick he couldn't 
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even get up on them four proud feet of his. Vet come 
and just washed his hands of it - then here comes 
your Dad, you were staying here at the ranch that 
year - you must remember. 

 
KENNY 

Uhm - sort of. 
 

UNCLE JACK 
You young-uns, you're the senile generation - faulty 
memories by forty. It's your diet, all that hippie 
food, not enough of the basics. 

 
Jack leans back at that, smiles, lights his cigarette. 
 

UNCLE JACK 
That night of the big storm of '53, when your momma 
was in hospital - your dad come out with that big 
black bag of his and we all went across the 
footbridge, muddy as hell walking up there that 
night - damn, that was a good old-fashioned storm! 
There was old Donald down and out, Gramps going over 
to him - tears in his eyes, he loved his bulls so 
much - you remember that part I imagine. 

 
Sitting in one of Uncle Jack's rustic rocking chairs, Kenny 
nods. Uncle Jack gives a few pounds with a hammer at the 
horse shoe on the anvil. 
 

UNCLE JACK 
Your Dad walked over without saying nothing - 
kneeled right there in the bullshit, reached and put 
his hand on old Donald's curly white forehead - then 
went directly into one of his heal trances, for 
about five minutes, maybe it was longer - what do 
you remember? 

 
KENNY 

Oh . . . long time - 
 

UNCLE JACK 
And Goddamn me right to hell and gone if it didn't 
work. Now you tell me what's the matter with you new 
doctors, what's the problem with carrying on with a 
tradition like that - your Dad had the power, 
Loretta too when she'd use it - and old Donald, give 
him two days and he was back out on the cows, 
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fucking his ol' bull-eyes out . . . now that's what 
I call a real doctor. 

 
Uncle Jack glances at Kenny, whose expression is seriously 
bothered. 
 

UNCLE JACK 
Hey, I don't mean to criticize you modern whiz-kids 
with your artificial this and artificial that - I 
wouldn't be walking around today without all this 
metal in my Goddamn heel. What I miss, though, is 
the actual genuine healing part - what's happened to 
that real spunky magic, what used to be in the doc 
trade? 

 
Jack takes the horse shoe over, fits it into a half-finished 
chair. Kenny kneels down, distracted, petting the puppy. 
 

KENNY 
I guess it's just gone. 

 
UNCLE JACK 

This Indian woman Mahalena, she doesn't think so, no 
siree. Says she's a healer herself. (Beat) Kenny 
boy, you're pale around the gills. 

 
KENNY 

Uhm - hard day. 
 
 
 
 

UNCLE JACK 
(grinning) 

Oh sure that's hard work, sitting around a doctor's 
office handing out them heavy bottles of pills. Come 
on, Kenny - this Mahalena woman ain't anybody to be 
bothered by - get yourself lined up with a woman 
like her, you'll have yourself one wild ride - she's 
some thoroughbred squaw if I ever.  

 
Uncle Jack reaches again for his beer. The SOUND of delicate 
choral music, Bach probably, fills the soundtrack as Jack 
takes a long draught on his beer, his expression wistful -  
 
INT. CHURCH - SAME TIME 
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Late afternoon sunlight is streaming in through stained-
glass windows, colored light infusing the Ojai Presbyterian 
Church with mystic-demonic overtones. 
 
An excellent local choir is busy practicing an a'capella 
piece for Easter. One of the members of the choir is JENNA. 
She looks transported by the music she's singing. 
 
As we watch her singing, the Bach chorale is invaded by a 
Muzak version of the Easter music as we DISSOLVE TO - 
 
INT. NEWARK AIRPORT - THAT SAME EVENING 
 
SHANNON comes walking through a milling airport crowd, 
carrying a light pack, her strength not good but her eyes 
bright. 
 
As she sits down to await her flight, an elderly woman, 
dressed snazzy, takes the seat next to her. Noisy kids with 
Easter Bunnies walk by - they bother the old lady.  
 

WOMAN 
(New England accent) 

God knows I hate Easter, everybody making this 
supreme effort to just one more time raise His Holy 
Highness up out of that infernal tomb - it's a curse 
upon our entire planet, all this blood and gore to 
start Spring out with - a crime to put all that 
historic atrocity into young children's heads - 
don't you agree? 

 
SHANNON 

(considering) 
Oh - in a way, yes. Of course, the story means 
something different to each person. 

 
WOMAN 

(pushing her view) 
If you ask me, he succumbed to the usual guru error 
- believing his own believers. He didn't have to 
take that High Noon donkey ride into town - and what 
about his mother, did he think even once about his 
own mother, or his girlfriend? What was more 
important, for the son of God to have a fulfilling 
family life - or die young and leave us in 
theological stalemate? 
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INT. JET - NIGHT - TWO HOURS LATER 
 
SHANNON is sitting with eyes closed, meditating. A 
BUSINESSMAN is sitting beside her, occasionally glancing at 
her. 
 
Shannon opens her eyes, returning from very far away. She 
meets the glance of the businessman. 
 

BUSINESSMAN 
(genuinely curious) 

If I might ask, who are you praying to, when you do 
that? 

 
SHANNON 

I'm just meditating, on my breathing. 
 

BUSINESSMAN 
Are you a Christian? 

 
SHANNON 
(humble) 

I'm not anything. 
 

BUSINESSMAN 
(bothered) 

I couldn't live like that - without a God. 
 

SHANNON 
(honest) 

There's of course God, infinite Consciousness - 
BUSINESSMAN 

New Age, that's what you are. 
 

SHANNON 
I don't label myself. 

 
BUSINESSMAN 

(hot suddenly) 
You can't get away from labeling. Everybody's 
something.You'll find out the hard way - without 
Christ you're lost - Devil's got you without even 
trying. 

 
SHANNON 
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This feeling that's come into my heart - I'm 
absolutely certain it has nothing to do with any 
evil force. 

 
BUSINESSMAN 
(sincerely) 

Feelings in the heart - that's nothing but 
programmed human emotion - it's the Word of God 
that's important, not vague New Age feelings in your 
chest muscles. 

 
Shannon shrugs her shoulders. 
 

SHANNON 
Whatever. 

 
Shannon seems weak from the conversation and the traveling 
and the businessman notices this. 
 

BUSINESSMAN 
You okay? 

 
SHANNON 

Yes, thanks  . . . just tired. 
 
INT. THE BANKS HOUSE - SUNSET THAT EVENING IN CALIFORNIA 
 
There's JENNA chopping vegetables in the kitchen, her 
expression disturbed, her chopping almost violent even 
though she has a Christian soft-rock station playing on the 
radio.  
 
 
She pauses a moment with her cutting, stares off at the 
sunset, lips full, passionate - expression shifting now, 
becoming blissful.  
 
But she becomes distracted by a thought, turns and picks up 
a letter - we see it's from her daughter SHANNON.  
 
As she re-reads it, she tenses - then crumples it up with a 
flair of righteous anger. 
 

JENNA 
 No no no! Shannon - I do not accept this! 
 
Flicking a lighter, she commences to burn the letter. 



JUST BEFORE DAWN … page 35 

 
INT. DINING ROOM 
 
JENNA comes bursting into the formal but cozy dining room, 
comes to a stop, stands looking hotly at the three chairs at 
the table.   
 

JENNA 
I must. I must. God help me. 

 
She takes a chair and hurries with it into the garage. 
 
Suddenly she HEARS the sound of a car coming down the 
driveway - and panics. 
 
Hurrying into the kitchen to turn off the religious music, 
JENN's expression is anxious.  
 
INT. KITCHEN 
 
She's chopping sternly as KENNY comes walking into the 
kitchen.  
They habitually play out the old lover's habit of twenty 
years, coming into each other's arms, him the tall guy, she 
the petite girl. She gives him a perfunctory kiss. 
 

KENNY 
(being casual, cheerful) 

So - how'd choir practice go, you getting that piece 
worked out in time for Easter? 

 
She tenses, turns away, stirring tofu and onions. 
 

JENNA 
Oh, more or less. And you - office okay? 

 
KENNY 

(trying to be honest) 
Well curiously - there was this woman. 

 
He shrugs his shoulders. 
 

KENNY 
She was strange - mistook me for a psychic healer. 

 
JENNA 

(shocked) 
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You? 
 

KENNY 
Done the barn chores? 

 
JENNA 

No - rehearsal went late again. 
 

KENNY 
How's Reverend Bairhardt doing? 

 
JENNA 

(mumbling) 
Oh - fine. 

 
KENNY 

(being open) 
We should have him over again for dinner. 

 
 

JENNA 
He doesn't need any more sympathy, he's doing quite 
well. 

 
KENNY 

Alright then. 
 
Kenny turns to go. 
 

JENNA 
What about the woman at work? 

KENNY 
I don't know - nothing. 

 
JENNA 

Kenny, after all these years, do you think I would 
be jealous?  

 
Kenny stares into space, his expression vague. 
 
INT. RESTAURANT - SAME TIME 
 
MAHALENA is sitting somewhat nervously in a quiet little 
Ojai cafe. She picks up her glass of water, stares into it 
with an expression similar to Kenny's. 
 
A man approaches her - BERNARDO - suave, 60, dressed in 
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formal suit. He speaks with a north-Italian accent. 
 

BERNARDO 
Mahalena. 

 
MAHALENA 

(her expression uncertain) 
Oh - Bernardo. Please, I am happy you could come. 

 
They sit uncomfortably - an unspoken tension between them.  
 

BERNARDO 
So - is Lazantho here? 

 
MAHALENA 

No - you know how he is. 
 

BERNARDO 
A total mystery - even though he was like a father 
to me - before he, well, retreated. 

 
MAHALENA 

 Yes, he told me. 
 

BERNARDO 
(perhaps jealous) 

And you my lovely, the blessed one, to be with such 
a man all these many years. Of course it comes as a 
certain surprise to our group, that it is you who 
has identified the Vehicle - not Lazantho, as we 
anticipated. 

 
MAHALENA 

(uncertainly) 
Perhaps I have not. 

 
BERNARDO 

 But you said over the phone, that -  
 

MAHALENA 
Perhaps I acted prematurely, in phoning you. 

 
BERNARDO 

So - you have not found him? 
 

MAHALENA 
(hesitating) 
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It is possible, that there are two. 
 

BERNARDO 
(accepting) 

Of course - it is possible there are a thousand! Who 
can say how this radical inflow is entering other 
circles? 

 
MAHALENA 

But - this is not my experience - that there is more 
than one.  

 
BERNARDO 

Then - we are within a mystery. And of course, we 
will respect your experience. After all, you and 
your grandfather - both of you anticipated only one. 
But - what happens now? 

 
MAHALENA 

All we can do is trust the voices - they led me to a 
man here. They led Grandpa to a young woman, on the 
East Coast - this is our confusing reality. 

 
BERNARDO 

So - you phoned me because . . . 
 
 

MAHALENA 
(defensively) 

Because this was our agreement - to keep the group 
informed. Now I have performed my obligation to you. 

  
BERNARDO 

Tell me at least the name of the man you have 
discovered -  

 
MAGDALENA 

At this time, please - no names. 
 

BERNARDO 
But have you heard of any, well, unusual events as 
yet, related to the man? 

 
MAHALENA 

He himself is completely innocent at this point.  
BERNARDO 
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Aha - most interesting, most intriguing! (Beat) So 
when do we meet him? You know how important it will 
be, to -  

 
MAHALENA 

Please - it is my strong feeling that we should not 
approach either of them as yet. I ask you - for time 
- 

 
BERNARDO 

I trust that this is how the voices have instructed 
you. 

 
Mahalena stares a moment into space. 
 

MAHALENA 
(honestly) 

Ever since I was guided to this man's location and 
personal identity, there have been no further dream 
inputs. So - be patient for the present - I will 
call you again. 

 
BERNARDO 

At least give me a little information to tell the 
others - what is this man like, do we know any thing 
of him as yet? 

MAHALENA 
He is naive, he is a doctor, he seems to have no 
knowledge of extraterrestrial dimensions at all  - I 
cannot imagine that he could become -  

 
The waiter brings a bottle of red wine, pours two glasses. 
Bernardo raises his glass to toast, with sincere voice. 
 

BERNARDO 
(eagerly) 

So - to whatever is coming! 
 

MAHALENA 
(uncertainly) 

Yes - whatever. 
 
INT. THE BANKS HOME - DINING ROOM 
 
KENNY comes into the room, is struck with a subtle but 
almost violent reaction as he stares at the place where 
there is no longer the third chair.  



JUST BEFORE DAWN … page 40 

 
In comes JENNA carrying an odoriferous feast. Kenny sits 
down - blocking a sudden charge of anger. He says nothing as 
she serves him and then sits down across from him. 
 

JENNA 
(casually - carefully) 

So - I trust we can do without the reminder of the 
chair. 

 
Kenny says nothing. 
 

JENNA 
Reverend Bairhardt thinks it best. 

 
KENNY 

(exploding) 
Fuck - this was his idea? 

 
JENNA 

(dispassionately) 
Not the chair - the general stance of parental 
distancing. 

 
 

KENNY 
(out for blood) 

Christian love running only so deep. 
 

JENNA 
You're being impossible again, Kenneth. 

 
KENNY 

You're trying to violently and against my wishes 
eliminate my own daughter from my dinner - 

 
JENNA 

Please, don't become - 
 

KENNY 
The chair comes back. 

 
 Jenna says nothing, she eats her cucumber salad. 
 

KENNY 
(demanding) 

Where did you put it? 
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JENNA 

Oh, let me see - the garage? 
 
Kenny stands up, banging the table with his knee and 
cursing. 
 
We follow him as he goes into the garage fast - locates the 
chair - picks it up almost reverently, and carries it back 
into the dining room, putting it once again at its proper 
place at the table - then sitting down again.  
 

JENNA 
(sincerely) 

I'm sorry - I didn't realize it would upset you so 
much. 

 
KENNY 

(muttering) 
You know how I love that kid. 

 
JENNA 

If you love her so much, you must begin to accept 
the reality of what has happened to her. 

 
KENNY 

She's following some wispy psychology buff, not 
caught up in your bizarre occult fantasies. 

 
JENNA 

God help us - you don't even acknowledge an evil 
force in the universe - how can you grasp the fact 
that your daughter has fallen into the grip of that 
force.  

 
KENNY 

All she said in the letter was, she's found 
something new. 

 
JENNA 

"Something vastly beyond the Christian religion."  
 

KENNY 
Well it's a free world, goddamnit. You have to let 
your children grow up into their own beliefs! 

 
JENNA 
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Please - if you must use the Lord's name in vain, do 
it elsewhere. 

 
Kenny stares her down. 
 

JENNA 
You heard Shanny's voice when we phoned after the 
letter - you heard how she'd changed! 

 
Trying to remain reasonable. 
 

KENNY 
She sounded calm, mature, dispassionate. 

 
JENNA 

She sounded drugged and hypnotized. 
 

KENNY 
(withdrawing) 

Whatever. 
 
 

JENNA 
Don't you dare retreat again into your damnable 
pristine scientific mindstate -  

 
KENNY 

Hey - one of us has to stay realistic. 
 
 
 
INT. JAGUAR SEDAN - NIGHT 
 
BERNARDO comes driving fast into Santa Barbara, taking the 
Montecito turnoff and heading up to a very expensive 
mansion-retreat. 
 
A gateman talks a moment to him, then opens the gate. 
 
EXT. MANSION-RETREAT 
 
BERNARDO parks where there are already a dozen autos. 
 
INT. MANSION-RETREAT 
 
The mansion is spacious, not homey but reverential, with 
spiritual icons abounding from all the world religions. 
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Several small groups of people (mostly middle-aged to 
elderly, - spiritually-minded individuals of worldly power 
caught up in an intense secret cause) are circulating 
through the mansion and its gardens, talking in subdued 
tones.  
 
Some are already meditating in a large circular domed 
meeting room. 
 
An old woman of about seventy appears - the owner of the 
mansion-retreat and the leader of the spiritual group - 
ESTADA. She's a powerful woman, seems to possess spiritual 
wisdom as well as high-born charisma. 
 
She greets BERNARDO. 
 

ESTADA 
Please, everyone - Bernardo is returned! 

 
 
 
INT. DOME ROOM 
 
ESTADA and BERNARDO walk into with the others, and take 
their seats - some on comfortable chairs, others on 
meditation platforms - the room done in immaculate mystic 
taste. 
 
Bernardo closes his eyes, they all do. Three members begin 
playing the same identical Peruvian ceramic flutes we heard 
back East at Ralph's group. 
 
Estada reaches over and strikes a small gong. All eyes open. 
She and Bernardo eye each other - then she gives the nod for 
Bernardo to begin speaking. 
 

BERNARDO 
(formally to the group) 

It is my great privilege to announce that the 
Vehicle has been located - however, there are 
certain complications - it appears we must accept 
another period of waiting, before we are finally in 
the presence of the Vehicle. Or perhaps I should say 
Vehicles - for it seems there may be two. 
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ESTADA 
(jolted) 

Two? 
 

BERNARDO 
(rather proudly) 

A man and - a young woman. 
 

ESTADA 
And - they have both been contacted? 

 
BERNARDO 

(bothered) 
Mahalena - she was obscure, uncertain. I wish to 
state that I am presently in open question regarding 
her capabilities.  

 
ESTADA 

And - what of Lazantho? 
 

BERNARDO 
Missing in action as usual. 

ESTADA 
So - what did she tell you, about the Vehicles? 

 
BERNARDO 

The man is a doctor, spiritually naive. I know 
nothing of the young woman - Mahalena rather 
deviously asked to reveal nothing more. 

 
ESTADA 

Well - we must trust her, she is our link. 
 

ELDERLY MAN 
(frustrated) 

But we now know the Vehicle is in Ojai, so close to 
our own center - we are certainly free to go forward 
on our own, we no longer need -  

 
ESTADA 

Please - who are we to rush Spirit? Everything must 
be approached with extreme caution, kept from the 
public eye as long as -  

 
A young woman, VIOLA - short cropped hair, youthful intense, 
speaks up, very much bothered by what she's hearing: 
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VIOLA 
But why all this secrecy, everything should be in 
the open! 

 
ESTADA 
(calmly) 

My dear - we must proceed with utmost caution, to 
make certain Spirit enters human form, this time, 
without - 

 
VIOLA 

But you're making the same mistake as always - 
you're already turning this man into a god!  

 
ESTADA 

Please - there will come the proper time to reveal 
everything. We must be patient. 

 
Bernardo's expression tells us that he disagrees with Estada 
- but he's not speaking his mind. 
 
EXT. BANKS RESIDENCE, HOT TUB - SAME NIGHT 
 
On a second-floor balcony off the master bathroom, JENNA is 
sitting submerged in a redwood hot-tub, seemingly in bliss. 
 
KENNY appears, brandy in hand, glancing at her bounteous 
breasts floating half-submerged in the water.  
 
She gasps slightly when she notices him - raises her hands 
up over her mammary presence. Kenny notices the move and is 
hurt. 
 

JENNA 
Kenn - you scared me. 

 
As hands come down from breasts, a unseen but nearby COYOTE 
interjects its soft surrendering lament of animal passion - 
howling at the rising moon which is illuminating the 
balcony.  
 
Both Kenny and Jenna react to the sound. Jenna's hands cover 
her breasts protectively again. 
 

JENNA 
Oh God - no! 
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KENNY 
(assuringly) 

Jenn, there's always coyotes howling around here. 
(Beat) Listen, I just came up to say - I'm doing my 
best, and I know you are too, with Shanny's 
conversion. All we can do is trust our girl - give 
her free reign to live her own life.  

Jenna takes a deep breath. Her hands come down from over her 
breasts, her lips open slightly. 
 

JENNA 
You remain such a total spiritual innocent, Kenny - 
you and this valley - everything is totally out of 
time here, lost somewhere - I'm just finally 
beginning to realize - I've been so lonely here all 
these years, so far from home -  

 
Her eyes swell with tears. Kenny walks over, sits down on 
the bench alongside the tub, touched by her emotions - he 
bends over and kisses her lips.  
 
 
She responds for a moment - then pushes away - a deepdown 
passionate woman chronically controlling herself with her 
religious beliefs in right and wrong. 
 

JENNA 
(muted voice) 

You'll never understand how difficult it has been 
for me, living all these years with someone who 
believes in absolutely nothing beyond the material 
plane.  

 
KENNY 

You know that's not true, I have my own - it's a 
goddamn tragedy what's going on between us lately, 
Jenn - is this conflict really what you want? 

 
JENNA 

(with genuine passion) 
I want our family to be whole again - I want Shanny 
back! (feisty) I'm sorry - if she doesn't come home 
for Easter, I'm flying out to confront her - and 
this supposed master of hers. I'll not give my 
daughter up without a fight! 

 
INT. HOUSE - MOMENTS LATER 
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KENNY comes walking back into the house, looking deflated.  
 
He enters SHANNON's bedroom, stands and looks around the 
girl's room, walks over to her desk, looks down at photos 
pinned to the wall - Shannon's wispy but healthy body in 
bathing suit down at the creek last summer.  
 
Fatherly emotions swell inside Kenny's chest, and he speaks 
softly, lovingly to his daughter's vague presence in the 
room. 
 

KENNY 
I don't give a damn what you believe. Believe in 
anything you want - I don't turn my back on you. 

 
INT. HALLWAY 
 
KENNY walks along, HEARS the COYOTE howling again. He 
pauses, head cocked, half-mesmerized by the passionate 
animal emotions. 
 
INT. MAHALENA'S CABIN - SAME TIME 
 
MAHALENA is standing on a rug, making a realistic whole-body 
Indian-ritual movement.  
 
She pauses at the sound of the Coyote's howl - listens - her 
expression taut, anticipatory -  
 
She glances over at Kenny's portrait. 
 
INT. STAIRWAY AND LIVING ROOM 
 
KENNY comes walking down stairs to the living room - refills 
his glass - kneels to look through an extensive sixties 
record collection - selects an album, puts on the record, 
then sits in his easy chair as the music starts - perhaps 
Country Joe singing "And it's one, two, three what are we 
fighting for." 
 
Taking another drink, pushing aside his emotions, he reaches 
for this week's copy of the New Yorker.  
 
He glances up, as if hearing something - then goes on 
reading. 
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INT. CITY APARTMENT - SAME TIME 
 
In an expensive city home, a woman Kenny's age sits without 
clothes on a plush bed, alcoholic drink beside her, 
Washington DC skyline out the window, loaded pistol casually 
in her lap -  
 
MANDY TRAVIS, extroverted, still beautiful - passionate but 
chronically-manipulative, married to a US senator -  
 
Her expression flush, calm but deep-down desperate, she 
takes a drink, cocks the pistol, rubs it against her lips - 
reaches for the phone and dials a number she knows by heart. 
 
INT. KENNY'S LIVING ROOM 
 
The phone is ringing. Kenny hesitates - answers it. 
 

KENNY 
Hello? 

 
MANDY 

(her voice husky, intimate) 
God - I’m saved - you’re home. 

Juxtaposed with Kenny's suddenly flush expression, we see at 
odd angles an intense erotic MEMORY-FLASHBACK of Kenny in 
his then-new Chevy, making primal outdoors love with Mandy 
in highschool 25 years ago. 
 

KENNY 
(his voice dropping low) 

Mandy, what a surprise. Where are you? 
 

MANDY 
Oh - Washington. 

 
KENNY 

I was going to call Travis, shout at him about the 
AMA bill. 

 
MANDY 

Kenny - I must tell you something. 
 
As FLASHBACK ENDS, we see Kenny's present expression cloud, 
suspecting the fate of all doctors - that someone he wishes 
would stay intimate is instead seeking professional advice. 
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KENNY 
Tell away. 

 
MANDY 

(breaking down) 
It's my head, inside my head. 

 
She stops talking, slips into muted sobbing. 
 

KENNY 
(with compassion) 

What's with your head? 
 

MANDY 
"Inoperable, sorry, inoperable, sorry" - hip chant 
of the medical knifemen - "inoperable, sorry" -  

 
KENNY 

Inoperable what? 
 
 
 

MANDY 
Tumor, idiot - what do you think all those headaches 
back in highschool were - Travis is going insane, 
that's why I phoned - I must ask you, about the 
healer, the Chumash Indian over in Cuyama - have you 
heard about him? He's performing absolute medical 
miracles.  

 
KENNY 

Listen Mandy, don't get your hopes up, he's bound to 
be just another phony psychic -  

 
MANDY 

(reacting) 
Goddamn you Kenny, don't you dare say that! This man 
is the spiritual presence who is going to release me 
from my lingering karmic deformity. He healed 
Elizabeth, you remember Elizabeth, you met her when 
you were here, my neighbor - she had a monstrous 
cancer eating up her insides and this man, he cured 
her last month, a total medically documented miracle 
- you didn't even hear about it? 

 
KENNY 

(with slight sarcasm)  
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I don't keep up on New Age miracle-cures. 
 

MANDY 
(biting) 

Then goddamn you to hell and gone - I knew you'd be 
the one to let me down like always. 

 
KENNY 

(honest) 
I'm not letting you down - you know that. 

 
She rubs pistol against cheek, takes a sip of her drink, 
speaks in her husky voice. 
 

MANDY 
(intimate) 

I always loved you most Kenny - whatever happens I 
want you to know, you took me deepest. If I die, 
remember being inside me, remember me that way. 

KENNY 
(flustered) 

Hold on now - enough talk of dying. 
 

MANDY 
Then tell me this Indian curandero can cure me. 

 
KENNY 

(hemming) 
It's true - people sometimes recover against all 
odds. But jeez - this is a shock, Mandy - I'll do 
anything I can to help. 

 
For a long time she doesn't say anything. 
 

KENNY 
Mandy, what's going on? 

 
MANDY 

I was just recalling. 
 

KENNY 
Recalling what? 

 
MANDY 

You know goddamned well what - the puppy - how you 
healed my puppy. Kenny - I know beyond any doubt you 
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could heal me - even back then, with the migraines - 
will you, Kenny - heal me, please! 

 
KENNY 

Come on, Mandy - don't talk that way, I'm a doctor, 
not a -  

 
MANDY 

Well then fuck you. I'd rather die anyway. This life 
sucks. 

 
KENNY 

So - where's Travis right now? 
 

MANDY 
Downstairs - usual government games. I'm so tired, 
we leave early in the morning. 

 
KENNY 

Well then - phone me as soon as you're in. 
 

MANDY 
(distant) 

Yes - perhaps. 
 
She hangs up - Kenny hangs up the phone, walks outside onto 
the back porch - stares off with intense emotions into the 
moonlit vision of the Sespi mountains. 
 
EXT. CABIN - MOONLIGHT  
 
At the same moment, MAHALENA is standing on her small porch 
higher in those mountains, solitary, unmoving - as if 
sensing something. 
 
A sound to her left makes her head turn instantly. 
 

MAHALENA 
Grandpa? 

 
The COYOTE comes trotting up to her. She kneels, pets it. 
 

MAHALENA 
(relaxing) 

It's only you. Where have you been - what have you 
seen - what is happening, out there? 
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The coyote looks down over the Ojai valley. From higher up 
than Kenny's house it is an eery, mystic, moonlit vision. 
Mahalena's expression becomes intense.  
 
          DISSOLVE 
TO: 
 
EXT. OJAI ORANGE GROVES - SUNRISE THE NEXT MORNING 
 
Kenny's Chevy comes coasting silently through the groves. 
No music this morning - KENNY looks somber. 
 
EXT. OJAI ARCADE 
 
KENNY drives through. People shout greetings - but he's 
unresponsive. 
 
 
EXT. OJAI HOSPITAL 
 
KENNY drives into the parking lot, gets out and walks into 
the hospital.  
 
He pauses a moment, eyes the edifice uncertainly - then 
continues inside. 
 
INT. HOSPITAL 
 
Making formal but friendly rounds, KENNY loosens up to his 
doctor role, becomes compassionate with the sick and dying.  
 
He comes to a very old, dying man - ROGER MADDOX. Remarkably 
emaciated but still kicking, Roger takes hold of Kenny's 
hand. 
 

KENNY 
Morning, Mr. Maddox. 

 
ROGER 

I'm down again - last time, I suspect. 
 

KENNY 
We'll see about that. 

 
ROGER 
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I don't expect miracles this time - but I remember - 
same year you were born, Kenny - I was a goner, they 
gave me two weeks. 

 
Kenny nods, having heard this story before. 
 
Roger goes on. 
 

ROGER 
(emotional) 

Your father, God bless his soul - up and healed me, 
just like that. Nothing fancy. Sat there on the bed 
beside me, talked about Jesus - reached out and 
touched me forehead. I've been a believer ever since 
that moment. (demanding) You carry on his work - you 
hear me! 

 
KENNY 

(uncomfortable) 
You just rest now. 

Roger becomes suddenly convulsive, emotionally upset, 
shouting at Kenny. 
 

ROGER 
You listen to me! You deny your father, you deny 
Spirit - damnation to you! 

 
As nurses sedate the dying man - Kenny walks on, flustered. 
 
A young cocky doctor, DICK HALNER, comes up to Kenny. 
 

HALNER 
Hey - what's this I hear - your Poppa a healer no 
less! 

 
KENNY 

Get off my case, Halner. 
 

HALNER 
Touching foreheads, saving souls for Christ. 

 
KENNY 

(angry) 
Back off. 

 
Kenny turns and walks out of the room, his expression heated 
and also caught up in his own inner confusion. 
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EXT. MARINA - AN HOUR LATER 
 
There's absolutely no breeze. ARTHUR comes down the marina 
walkway, somewhat nervous. 
 
A young, quite beautiful woman of about twenty - VIOLA from 
the esoteric group - comes running up to greet him, throwing 
herself into his arms with natural passion. 
 

VIOLA 
(youthful passion) 

Oh Arthur - everything feels instantly so much more 
solid when you're here. You wouldn't believe what's 
- but I can't speak - I hate confidentiality, it's a 
crime! 

 
ARTHUR 

So what's up? 
VIOLA 

Oh - it's too occultish for you anyway - you'd only 
laugh. Kiss me instead - what is it about you, I 
don't even know why I'm with you . . . 

 
They plunge into sexual intimacies -  
 
KENNY approaches the berth. Already bothered by his own 
emotions, he's bashful at the overtly sexual scene.  
 
Viola looks up and sees him - and freezes a moment, as if 
recognizing him.  
 

VIOLA 
Ah - it's you, Arthur told me - the doctor, with the 
mystic wife. 

 
Kenny glances at Arthur accusingly. 
 

KENNY 
 Depends on how you define the word. 
 

VIOLA 
(playfully) 

Which word - mystic, or wife? 
 
EXT. SAILBOAT LEAVING THE HARBOR 
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With an afternoon devoid of wind, the sailboat is using its 
small outboard motor.  
 
KENNY stands staring off to sea. ARTHUR is steering, alert.  
 
VIOLA is amorously hanging on Arthur - but she keeps 
glancing at Kenny, her feelings flush with youthful 
intensity.  
 
She lights up a joint (optional), moves up close to Kenny, 
hands it his direction -  
 
Kenny hesitates. 
 

VIOLA 
Sangre de Cristo - from my brother's garden. There 
are times, when it is proper medicine for the soul - 
yes? 

 
KENNY 

(bothered) 
 I haven't touched that stuff since college days. 
 
She eyes him inquisitively, almost seductively - then goes 
back and hands the joint to Arthur. 
 

ARTHUR 
(to Kenny) 

Why not - equal and opposite perspective -  
 

VIOLA 
(to Arthur) 

Don't pressure him -  
 
Kenny reaches for the joint. 
 

VIOLA 
Yahweh, means breath - breathe on me, breath of - 
in, out, in - ah, who are you . . . you affect me so 
strongly. 

 
Kenny eyes her uncertainly, inhales cautiously, coughs a 
bit. 
 

KENNY 
My wife considers this the Devil incarnate -  
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Kenny watches as Viola moves around the sailboat, 
nonchalantly takes off her bathing-suit top. 
 
They motor through the becalmed ocean. 
 

ARTHUR 
(to Kenny) 

Did your mysterious Indian woman appear again? 
 

KENNY 
Oh - no. 

 
Kenny grows suddenly silent, goes somewhat unsteadily and 
sits at the very front of the boat.  
 

VIOLA 
 Look - dolphin! 
 
Kenny looks - a DOLPHIN is swimming alongside the boat. 
EXT. SECLUDED BAY - HALF AN HOUR LATER 
 
KENNY is now steering the boat slowly into a small 
undeveloped bay accessible only by boat.  
 
ARTHUR and VIOLA are sexually entangled atop the deck. KENNY 
can't help glancing, flustered by the overt eroticism.  
 
Viola looks his way, becomes distracted - smiles 
mysteriously.  
 
Hot and bothered, Kenny cuts the engine, throws anchor, 
dives into the water - swims for shore. 
 
EXT. SECLUDED BEACH 
 
KENNY comes out of the surf, perhaps body-surfing in. 
 
As he strolls alone on the beach, he gets hit with several 
FLASHBACKS of Mahalena in the examining room - we see these 
flashes of her body, her movements - then we HEAR a collage 
of her earlier words: 
 

MAHALENA 
I came here, only because events led me to you, 
special events . . . healing powers which lie quite 
beyond the medical . . .  
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Snapping out of the flashback, Kenny HEARS someone shouting 
to him. 
 

VIOLA 
Kenny - wait! 

 
VIOLA comes swimming to the beach. Kenny pauses as she runs 
up to him, into his arms a moment, breathless, laughing. 
 

VIOLA 
Ah - here you are. I thought perhaps the dolphins 
had come and taken you away. 

 
She eyes him, her expression suddenly quite mature, intense. 
 
She takes his hand - there is no one else on the small beach 
- and leads him up over a sandy rise. 
 
 
EXT. BEACH - UNDER TREES 
 
KENNY and VIOLA come walking into the shade of palm trees. 
They sit down. It's grassy - an intimate spot. 
 

VIOLA 
(animated) 

Better - better. Ah - I'm so charged, such energy 
coming in. You must feel it - magnificent - Arthur's 
sleeping like a baby - you men, shoot and sleep. 
Momma told me I would live with three true shooters 
and be satisfied. 

 
KENNY 

 She was, uhm - a healer, Arthur said. 
 

VIOLA 
So was your father - Arthur said. I don’t know why 
Arthur attracts me - opposites - the challenge - the 
spark . . . 

 
Kenny doesn't answer - he's lost somewhere, staring into 
space.  
Viola again drops from her light banter into utter 
seriousness and slight confusion - 
 

VIOLA 
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 What about your mother - was she psychic too? 
 
Kenny returns vaguely. 
 

KENNY 
(hardening) 

No - no. Well I don't know. She died when I was only 
six. I barely remember her. 

 
Viola waits a moment - then slowly says the words: 
 

VIOLA 
I can see - you still hate her, for dying on you 
like that. 

 
Kenny stares at her, mouth open, eyes blinking. 
 

VIOLA 
(softly) 

 Have you forgiven her? 
KENNY 

(blank a moment) 
I've - never thought of it. 

 
Viola eyes him a moment - momentarily feeling slightly 
afraid - 
 

VIOLA 
I can see something inside you, so blocked - such a 
dangerous dent in your aura. Even so, you extend so 
beautifully far, I feel you vibrating right inside 
me. What is this - new sexual flow.  

 
KENNY 

Don't say that - I'm not about to steal my best 
friend's -  

 
VIOLA 

I am not available for stealing, thankyou very much. 
 
She touches him lightly, tentatively with her fingers. His 
breathing tenses. 
 

VIOLA 
I feel drawn so strangely to you - such energy - is 
this wrong? 
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Kenny eyes her. He smiles, relaxes a notch. 
 

KENNY 
Definitely - wrong. 

 
VIOLA 

I almost thought you were -  
 
She kisses him. He's stone cold - 
 

KENNY 
 No - I'm - 
 
She seems in trance, closes her eyes, perseveres - suddenly 
he responds, reaches for her with strong arms as the kiss 
plunges them into a breathless passion. 
 
Finally she pushes gently back, feeling confused. 
 

VIOLA 
Ah - you kiss - like some virgin tiger. 

 
KENNY 

Same wife, twenty-two years. 
 

VIOLA 
Faithful, all that time? 

 
KENNY 

 Well - mostly. 
 

VIOLA 
I do honor your wife. But there is something, 
propelling me -  

 
Kenny is gazing at her, spellbound. They move together. Lips 
and fingers everywhere.  
 
But Kenny pulls back. 
 

KENNY 
 I'd have to tell her. 
 

VIOLA 
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Oh - you hate her too - your aura is on fire - such 
anger in you, toward women - your Momma dying - ha! 
I must suck that out - yes! 

 
She attacks him out of the blue - they roll roughly on top 
of each other. She's seriously aggressive - bites him. He 
responds with a sudden flair of anger - it's almost violent 
sex, Kenny's teeth bared nasty as she provokes him. 
 

VIOLA 
Come on, baby boy - shit on all your fears - shit on 
your hate - get it out in the open, you must - now! 

 
He snaps, goes at her, they battle intensely a moment - with 
his masculine weight and muscles he wins, gets on top of her 
- their raw emotions turn deeper, soften -  
 
Kenny's agony and ecstacy intermingle, then finally ignite - 
she moves into orgasmic bliss as he comes with a primal 
animal groan that sounds like death agony . . .  
Again we see for just a second, an arrow penetrating a man’s 
chest - 
 
Kenny rolls off her - sitting up, staring off into space, 
confused and upset.  
 
She is in a strange state, blown away, in trance a moment - 
then she comes over to him. 
 

VIOLA 
God, intense. (Beat) What are you feeling, I can see 
it - tell me. 

 
She puts her arms around him - he unexpectedly bursts into 
hot involuntary tears. 
 

KENNY 
(masculine sobbing) 

Momma, she just - faded away, left me alone - it was 
too much, too much! Goddamn Dad - he could have 
healed her! If he really had the power, he could 
have saved her - he was the phony! 

 
VIOLA 

(regarding Kenny's feelings) 
I thought so. 
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KENNY 
(muttering) 

I could kill them both. 
 

VIOLA 
You could forgive them both. 

 
KENNY 

No way! 
 
He pulls away but she comes over to him, eyes him - smiles 
into his heated emotions - responds to his last words. 
 

VIOLA 
Sorry, Bud - too late - you've just blown yourself 
clear of your hatred for then, I've got all that 
anger inside me - gone from your heart - inside me 
and look out, I'm dissolving it. Ha - gone! 

Kenny stares at her - looking inward, gets a dumbfounded 
expression on his face - ARTHUR suddenly appears -  
 

ARTHUR 
Aha - I guessed right. 

 
KENNY 

(defensive) 
Arthur, I'm - we're - 

 
ARTHUR 

No excuses! She's more than one man can handle. 
 
But Kenny is standing up. 
 

KENNY 
This is wrong. 

 
ARTHUR 

Judge not. 
 

VIOLA 
Please - let it be. Stay with it. 

 
KENNY 

I want to go back. 
 
He walks off toward the beach, disappearing over the sand 
dune. 
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EXT. LOCAL BUS, COMING INTO OJAI - LATER THAT AFTERNOON 
 
SHANNON is sitting in the bus passively. A YOUNG MAN about 
her age is sitting across from her - TOM - mostly a 
derelict. 
 

TOM 
Hey - Shanny - goddamn, where ya been? 

 
SHANNON 

(open - friendly) 
Tom - good to see you. 

 
TOM 

So where ya been? You look like shit - even worse 
than me. Ojai's original setting sun - what the 
hell. You on shit too? 

 
SHANNON 

Me? No - no. 
 
EXT. OJAI ARCADE - BUS PULLING IN 
 
SHANNON gets off the bus along with TOM. Shannon looks 
around her, feeling weak and uncertain. 
 

TOM 
So what's up - home for Easter and all that rot? 

 
SHANNON 

No . . . everything looks different somehow. 
 

TOM 
Same dump, no point coming back - dead energy. 

 
SHANNON 

Excuse me, I have a call to make. 
 
Tom fades off. Shannon goes into a phone booth, dials the 
number on the paper Lazantho gave her. 
 
As the PHONE RINGS, Shannon's face is bright with 
expectation - but no one answers. 
 
Feeling suddenly extremely weak, Shannon walks down the 
street, pauses uncertainly a moment - then heads toward the 
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Banks Medical Building. 
 
EXT. MAIN HIGHWAY INTO OJAI - SAME TIME 
 
KENNY comes driving back into Ojai.  
 
As he turns off Ojai Avenue at the Post Office, he sees 
MAHALENA driving the other way, in an old Jeep.  
 
Startled, Kenny almost has a wreck - turns around and tries 
to find her - but she's gone. 
 
INT. BANKS MEDICAL BUILDING - SAME TIME 
 
BETTY looks up from her work, sees SHANNON walk in - is 
aghast at her sick appearance. 
 
 

SHANNON 
Hi Betty. Dad in? 

 
BETTY 

Shannon! What's happened, what's the matter? 
 

SHANNON 
Please, no questions - is Dad here? 

 
BETTY 

He's probably still over in Santa Barbara - or at 
the courts for his tennis game. 

 
EXT. OJAI COMMUNITY TENNIS COURTS - TEN MINUTES LATER 
 
In the middle of a hot doubles point, KENNY catches sight of 
a young woman approaching the courts. 
 
Suddenly he recognizes her - SHANNON - and runs over to 
greet her with warm-hearted bravado. We see the deep love 
they share for each other. 
 
Immediately though, Kenny is struck by his daughter's loss 
of weight and energy.  
 

KENNY 
Hey, Shanny - what's wrong? 

 
SHANNON 
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Nothing, Pops. I just a bit weak these days. 
 
INT. BANKS RESIDENCE - TWENTY MINUTES LATER 
 
JENNA is talking secretively on the phone as KENNY's Chevy 
comes driving up to the house. She quickly hangs up. 
 
SHANNON comes walking into the living room.  
 
Jennifer is shocked to see her - she greets her vagabond 
daughter with a surprised, quite hesitant hug - and also 
notices her condition. 
 

JENNA 
Shannon - what's wrong? 

 
SHANNON 

(confessing) 
I - stomach cancer - I'm going to throw it off, Mom 
- don't worry. 

 
JENNA 

(in shock) 
Oh no - we've got to get you to - 

 
KENNY 

(angry) 
Forget it - she's refusing all medical treatment. 

 
JENNA 

What! 
 

SHANNON 
I'll be healed, Mom - through spiritual means. 

 
KENNY 

You're talking nonsense and you know it. 
 

SHANNON 
(holding her own) 

No, Pops - I'm talking truth. 
 

JENNA 
It's that guru, he's programmed you against - 

 
SHANNON 

Just the opposite. 
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JENNA 

(confused) 
But - what are you doing here then? 

 
SHANNON 

There's a healer nearby, I'm going to see.  
 

JENNA 
Not a psychic - he'll suck your soul! 

 
SHANNON 

(remaining calm) 
Can I use the phone? 

 
She turns to phone. 
 

JENNA 
(to Kenny) 

Kenn, do something! 
 

KENNY 
(rejected-morose) 

If she wants to kill herself, that's her freedom. 
 

SHANNON 
(on the phone) 

Hello - this is Shannon Banks. (Beat) Yes, thanks. 
(Beat) Okay - I come up Sespi Gorge, seven miles? 
Left onto Matilija two miles, right at three-six-oh-
eight, then half a mile. (Beat) Uhm, I think so, 
great! 

 
Animated, she turns to her father. 
 

SHANNON 
Pops, is my pickup running? 

 
EXT. APPROACH TO ISOLATED CABIN - HALF AN HOUR LATER 
 
SHANNON comes driving in her pickup along a long dirt drive 
through towering pines - crosses a small picturesque stream, 
enters a grassy meadow - sees an old cabin on the other 
side. 
 
MAHALENA comes down the cabin steps, and walks over to greet 
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the young woman, extending her hand. 
 

MAHALENA 
(sincere feelings) 

Ah - finally you’re here. 
 

SHANNON 
I've been waiting, two months now - for someone, 
something to happen. Ralph - you know Ralph? 

 
MAHALENA 

Ha - now I understand. Come - are you hungry? 
 

SHANNON 
Oh, I'm not eating much recently. 

Mahalena reaches out and takes Shannon's hand - motherly 
emotions welling in her eyes.  
 
They walk toward the cabin. The COYOTE trots beside them. 
Shannon reaches down, pets the coyote. 
 

SHANNON 
Hey - who are you? 

 
INT. REVEREND BAIRHARDT'S MANSE 
 
JENNA and WILLIAM are sitting together in his living room. 
 

JENNA 
(impassioned) 

She's there right now with that witch - I can't 
contain myself. And Kenny, he as much as condones 
it! 

 
WILLIAM 

(professional) 
If you have no control over the girl, then all we 
can do is surrender her to Christ's care. 

 
JENNA 

(genuinely afraid) 
The devil could be sucking her soul right now. 

 
William closes his eyes. His body shakes slightly as he 
starts praying. 
 

WILLIAM 
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Oh eternal Light of Life - come into the heart of 
our young Shannon in this moment of ultimate 
temptation - fill her soul with Christ's 
overpowering love - save her from Satan's touch. 

 
EXT. THE BANKS RESIDENCE, THE BARN - AN HOUR LATER 
 
KENNY is doing chores down at the barn, feeding his horses 
and chickens. He walks over and pets KIERDO, who's 
whimpering with hip-pain. 
 

KENNY 
(only half-joking) 

We take you up to this healer woman too? 
He hears the sound of the pickup - hurries toward the drive. 
 
EXT. DRIVEWAY TO HOUSE 
 
KENNY stops, picks up a rake - pretending to be casually 
gardening while SHANNON drives up in her pickup.  
 

KENNY 
(unnerved) 

So - you cured? 
 
Shannon eyes him evenly. 
 

SHANNON 
She says she needs to talk to you first. Please 
Pops, go see her. She's my only hope. 

 
Kenny reacts, backing off, confused for a moment - then gets 
his steam back up. 
 

KENNY 
I tell you what, let's make a deal - I'll go talk 
with her - if you promise to start medical treatment 
down at UCLA, tomorrow. 

 
Shannon shakes her head. 
 

SHANNON 
No deals, Pops - I'm just asking a favor. 

 
KENNY 

(reacting) 
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Well I'm not about to play into any phony healer's 
hocus pocus. 

 
There's a strange whooshing sound in the air - Kenny looks 
up just in time to see a HAWK diving down directly at him - 
it buzzes him dangerously close - then zooms away. 
 
Kenny reacts -  
 

KENNY 
Shit bird! 

 
 
 
INT. HOUSE 
 
SHANNON comes walking weakly into the living room.  
 
She sits down - begins crying - then stops. 
 

SHANNON 
No - I'm not going to die - God, where are you?  

 
INT. THE HUB, A LOCAL BAR - THAT EVENING 
 
Sipping drinks over at a corner, quiet table with ARTHUR - 
KENNY is talking through his intense compulsion to do 
something for his daughter. 
 

ARTHUR 
(sober) 

Of course you want to help her, Ken. But you must 
also accept the bare scientific fact that, except 
for a miracle cure - which both of us know is highly 
improbable, to say the least - your daughter's death 
is the actual looming reality you must come to grips 
with. 

 
KENNY 

(not quite taking this in) 
I still think they have a good shot at saving her at 
UCLA - if we act now. But instead she's right now 
getting herself totally messed over. 

 
ARTHUR 

(impassioned) 
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It's unethical what these fake healers do - 
stimulating entirely unfounded false hope. 

 
The ORIENTAL MAN AND WOMAN come into the bar, take a seat, 
glance at Kenny.  
 
He meets their eyes a moment - then returns to his intense 
conversation with Arthur. 
 

KENNY 
(grasping at straws) 

Are you so completely certain, Arthur, that there's 
no reality behind the successful psychic healing 
cases? 

ARTHUR 
(emphatic) 

There's not one single case on record which can't be 
explained through psychosomatic principles - it's 
quite clearly patients' intense belief reflexes that 
stimulate the entire bio-chemical healing scenario. 

 
KENNY 

(wistful) 
So - if Shannon believes deeply enough - she might 
get healed? 

 
ARTHUR 
(stern) 

That's dangerous avoidance behavior, Kenny, to even 
for a moment allow that particular thought to get 
hold of your mind. Don't drift off - dig in where 
reality resides, no matter how difficult - that's 
what your daughter needs deepdown from you - not any 
New Age back-sliding on your part. 

 
Kenny sits there, not saying anything. 
 
INT. HOUSE - SAME EVENING 
 
SHANNON is lying on the living room floor - she looks dead. 
 
Then she stirs, slowly sits up - an attentive, quizzical 
look on her face. 
 
She stands, goes walking outside into the moonlight. 
 
EXT. BEHIND HOUSE 
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SHANNON walks over and sits meditatively by the stream.  
She HEARS her mother's BMW come driving in, sees her park 
and walk hesitantly into the house.  
 
Suddenly Shannon spies movement in the woods - the COYOTE. 
Shannon smiles. 
 

SHANNON 
Hey boy - you came all the way down here? 

 
She pets the Coyote. Tears well in her eyes. She puts her 
cheek down on the coyote's head, speaks a short monologue: 
 

SHANNON 
God, something's got to happen soon - I'm drifting 
off more and more - I love this body, I love this 
world - I don't want to die! 

 
Tears run down her cheek - the Coyote howls softly. 
 
INT. HOUSE 
 
JENNA is sitting nervously, praying in her room. She HEARS 
the coyote howl - and stares wide-eyed, bewildered. 
 
          DISSOLVE 
TO: 
 
INT. BREAKFAST NOOK - NEXT MORNING 
 
KENNY and JENNA are poking at breakfast without eating much. 
 

KENNY 
I can just go - get it over with, break the 
stalemate. 

 
JENNA 

But - what if she offers to heal her? 
 

KENNY 
(confident) 

Then Shannon sees her again - doesn't get healed - 
she gives in, goes down to UCLA for treatment.  

JENNA 
(worried) 

But - what if she does, well - help her? 
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KENNY 

(astounded) 
Don't tell me you wouldn't accept her being helped - 
just because the helper wasn't Presbyterian? 

 
SHANNON walks in - the conversation instantly drops away. 
 

SHANNON 
Morning! 

Both parents are touched to the quick by the deathly sight 
of their ill daughter. They come to her, standing with arms 
around her, caught up in intense family-compassion emotions. 
 
EXT. BACK ROAD - THAT MORNING 
 
Kenny's Chevy is fast up a back road. KENNY is alone in the 
car, stern, mumbling to himself, looking at mailbox numbers. 
 
In the distance behind him is the car of the ORIENTAL MAN 
AND WOMAN. 
 
Pushing a raw Leo Kottke 12-string guitar tape into his 
stereo, Kenny turns down a dirt drive and crosses a creek - 
then arrives at Mahalena's cabin. 
 
EXT. MAHALENA'S CABIN 
 
The old place seems deserted as KENNY walks around it. He 
finds the door open, enters -  
 
INT. CABIN 
 
KENNY suddenly sees his own face staring back at him - from 
her drawing. 
 
He hears something, turns - and comes face to face with 
MAHALENA. She looks completely different than at his office 
- long hair down over her shoulders, wearing casual garb. 
 
Kenny is speechless a moment, then roughly lays into her. 
 

KENNY 
So - it's you! You're the one who's - listen, I 
don't know what you think you're up to, but it's 
fucking unfair - your superstitious bull is keeping 
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Shanny from getting medical treatment that could 
save her life. 

 
MAHALENA 

(staying calm) 
Please - you must understand, I am only a human 
being, far beyond my own limits - and here me - I 
cannot help your daughter, so long as you of all 
people are fighting against me. 

 
KENNY 

I'm not fighting you - you're just wasting precious 
time. 

 
MAHALENA 

(Beat) I care for her very deeply -  
 
Kenny stares at her, momentarily silenced by her words - he 
can't help being touched by her obvious sincerity and 
personal feminine-based power. 
 

MAHALENA 
(friendly) 

So - shall we walk a bit, outside? 
 
He glances again at the portrait she's painted of him. 
 

KENNY 
(suspicious) 

What's this supposed to mean? 
 

MAHALENA 
Nothing - I saw you - I painted you. 

 
She turns and walks out of the cabin - he hesitates - 
follows. 
 
EXT. TRAIL BEHIND CABIN 
 
MAHALENA and KENNY come walking single-file along a path, 
deep into a shadowy pine forest.  
 
She comes to a sudden stop and accosts him. 
 

MAHALENA 
Tell me - how long have you contained such negative 
feelings toward spiritual healing? 
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KENNY 

(still harsh) 
All my life I've known it was bunk - no, that’s not 
true - when I was a kid I believed in everything, I 
was the ultimate sap. My Dad was a healer, my great-
aunt Loretta - but you know all this, you were out 
spying on me - Uncle Jack told me. 

 
MAHALENA 
(evenly) 

Then something happened, to shatter your faith. 
 

KENNY 
You're goddamn right something happened. 

 
MAHALENA 

(still calm) 
What was that, Kenny? 

 
Suddenly Kenny's expression turns frozen -  
 
We see what he's experiencing - his intense flashback to 
when he was five. 
 
INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - MEMORY SEQUENCE 
 
A YOUNG WOMAN - Kenny's mother - is lying deathly ill in a 
hospital bed. 
 
KENNY as a six-year-old comes walking uncertainly into the 
room, with an older woman holding his hand.  
 

MOM 
Kenny . . . 

 
Kenny walks over to his sick mother's bed - then impulsively 
reaches to touch her forehead -  
 
He experiences the room suddenly filled with blinding light.  
 
EXT. CANYON PATH - PRESENT MOMENT 
 
For a long held breath, grown-up KENNY stares off into space 
- then shakes his head. 
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KENNY 
(rejecting) 

Listen, this is all crazy, I'm outa here. All I ask 
is that you see Shannon right away, try your 
witchcraft on her if that's how it has to be - then 
leave her alone, set her free so I can - 

 
MAHALENA 

I must see you once more - tomorrow morning. 
She turns and walks quickly away. Kenny shouts at her 
disappearing back. 
 

KENNY 
Hey - I'm not coming back and that's it. 

 
He runs after her - but she's disappeared. 
 
In anger and confusion, he stalks off toward his car. 
 
INT. BANKS KITCHEN - LATER THAT MORNING 
 
JENNA and SHANNON are arguing in the kitchen. Shannon is 
physically shaky, leaning on the counter - but 
psychologically firm. Jenna is overwhelmed by her own 
fervor. 
 

JENN 
Any religion that demands you turn your back on your 
own tradition - Shannon, to turn away from the Light 
is to turn toward Darkness - there is nothing in 
between! 

 
SHANNON 

(patiently) 
Mom - we've got to move beyond that kind of belief 
system, and open our hearts to the Ultimate 
directly. That's our only hope. 

 
JENN 

(attacking) 
Then - why has this cancer - what's gone so terribly 
wrong - if not your relationship with Christ? I 
failed you, all those years when I was luke-warm to 
Spirit, when - but the Bible says so clearly - 
there's only one way, and that way is Christ. 

 
SHANNON 
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Right now, we have to put aside all our concepts, 
even those in the Bible - so we can tune in and 
receive the new Spirit transmission that's flooding 
our atmosphere.  

 
JENNA 

There's no new energy after Christ, it's Satan 
entering - and destroying Christ in our hearts! 

SHANNON 
(suddenly weak) 

Whatever - concepts are all just talk. 
 
Shannon leaves abruptly, heading upstairs. Jenna stands 
there alone - gasps for air. 
 
INT. LIVING ROOM 
 
JENNA walks in, turns on soft Christian/rock on the stereo 
but remains highly agitated.  
 
She reaches for the phone urgently, dials Reverend Bairhardt 
- then sees KENNY standing in the doorway, watching her. She 
hangs up nervously. 
 

JENNA 
Oh - there you are - where have you been? 

 
KENNY 

(strangely wistful) 
I drove up the Sespi - went to the healer. 

 
JENNA 

(trembling) 
No - and? 

 
KENNY 

(honest) 
Well, she's definitely more than your run-of-the-
mill faith healer. Driving down just now, I was 
actually hoping - she might have some power, to help 
Shanny. Imagine - me saying something like that. 

 
JENNA 

You scare me. 
 

KENNY 
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She was the same woman I told you about, who came to 
my office yesterday. I can tell, she's caught up in 
the same basic healing spirit Dad was operating out 
of. I don't know - I'm all shaken up inside - I want 
Shanny to live, damnit - I don't care how! 

 
JENNA 

(urgent) 
Please, tell me - in whose name does she say she's 
healing? 

 
KENNY 

(impatient) 
Hey, she's American Indian, they have their entire 
separate belief system, don't they? Who cares - it's 
all the same anyway. 

 
JENNA 

(reacting) 
Surely you can't actually believe that the same 
spirit which brought Hitler upon the world -  

 
KENNY 

(suddenly exhausted) 
Jenn, please, not that old - besides, she got weird 
on me - she won't see Shannon anyway. 

 
JENNA 

(relieved) 
Oh - why didn't you say so! 

 
INT. SHANNON'S BEDROOM UPSTAIRS - FEW MINUTES LATER 
 
SHANNON listening to soft Japanese flute music (such as Tony 
Scott's Music For Zen Meditation) - she's in pain and must 
struggle to concentrate. 
 
KENNY enters the room - they're silent a moment. 
 

KENNY 
(softly) 

Hey, don't let your Mom catch you playing Miss 
Buddha. 

 
Kenny goes over and sits on the bed across from Shannon. 
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SHANNON 
(lovingly) 

Pops - it's good to be home again. I feel so - new. 
(beat) I wish Mom could open up to me - it's 
bizarre, the way she is. 

 
KENNY 

She's been going through her own changes. But Jesus, 
Shanny, listen - I've phoned down to Jacob Miles, 
you remember Jacob, the oncologist at UCLA I went to 
med school with -  

 
SHANNON 

(pleading) 
Pops - if you don't respect me, who's going to - I 
have a right to choose my own way. 

 
KENNY 

(reacting) 
Shannon, every hour that goes by is an hour lost. 
Jacob has been working miracles with stomach cancer, 
he's - 

 
SHANNON 

For me the spiritual path is the right approach. You 
keep yourself shut off entirely from -  

 
KENNY 

(defensive) 
Hey - I'm spiritual - I just don't go around turning 
personal feelings into theological - 

 
SHANNON 

I know, Dad - you taught me meditation before I even 
knew the word - to be quiet in nature, know God 
directly. Well lately I've been listening and what I 
hear, is what's guiding me, through my stomach 
thing. (Beat) Dad, I feel without question, I'm 
going to recover - there's a special person out 
there who's going to heal me, just like your own Dad 
healed people. 

 
KENNY 

(muffled) 
He couldn't heal everybody. 

 
SHANNON 
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Your own mother. 
 

KENNY 
Her and dozens others. 

 
SHANNON 

(speaking from the heart) 
Pops, you and Mom both, why're you so closed to 
everything that's really genuine spiritual? 

 
KENNY 

(defensively) 
It’s just that our civilization’s become more and 
more liberated from all the old-time occult-
superstition programmings. 

 
SHANNON 

(hitting direct) 
That's where things went wrong - we lost faith in 
everything beyond the lab - but there's still people 
like Mahalena, she’s still got her soul  intact, 
tuned in with - 

 
KENNY 

(defensive) 
That woman - she's more caught up in religion than 
your own mother -    

 
SHANNON 

(suddenly excited) 
So - you went and saw her - will she see me? 

 
Kenny stands up. 
 

KENNY 
I don't know - she put everything off, she's just 
messing with you - she doesn't have the power to 
reverse stomach cancer and she knows it - you need 
UCLA - tomorrow. 

 
SHANNON 

No way. 
 

KENNY 
(losing his patience) 

Well goddamn! 
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He stomps from the room, slamming the door behind him. 
 
 
 
INT. LIVING ROOM 
 
Walking down the stairs, his emotions a mess, KENNY 
discovers visitors in the living room.  
 
JENNA is sitting uncomfortably across from MANDY and her 
husband, congressman TRAVIS ORTIZ.  
 
Kenny reacts - but enters the room. 
 
Mandy gets up, comes across the room and gives Kenny a big 
hug in front of the other two, cries in his arms a moment - 
then pushes back. 
 
 

MANDY 
(dramatically) 

Oh Kenny - I was so discouraged - we went over to 
Cuyama to that healer and he was a complete sham, he 
had no power at all - nothing but mumbo-jumbo 
cliches. But then, just half an hour ago, I was 
having lunch with my old friend Rebecca, you 
remember Rebecca - and she told me about this 
amazing healer who's just moved into town, from 
Europe somewhere -  

 
Her husband, a crafty, portly, suave politician from Santa 
Barbara, speaks up enthusiastically: 
 

TRAVIS 
Rebecca knows three people who were completely cured 
by this woman. We phoned her number but no answer. 
Mahalena - she's our new hope! 

 
JENNA 

(muttering to herself) 
I must tell you, there is great danger in dealing 
with occult practitioners.  

 
MANDY 

(hotly) 
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Jennifer, I am presently looking my own death 
directly in the eye. The danger of being healed by 
someone you don't approve of is quite paltry in 
comparison to the danger of not finding someone who 
can heal me at all. 

JENNA 
(genuine passion) 

But what happens to your soul after you die - this 
is of no importance to you at all? 

 
MANDY 

Wait till death sinks its teeth into you - then see 
if you're so goddamned judgmental about healers. 

 
KENNY 

Mandy - enough. 
 

MANDY 
I knew it wouldn't help, coming here - 

 
She stands up in tears, runs out the front door. 
 

TRAVIS 
Please, forgive her - you must understand how she's 
feeling. 

 
He's gone from the room. 
 
Kenny and Jenna eye each other. 
 

JENNA 
(dismissive) 

Even facing death, she's no different. 
 

KENNY 
(hotly) 

Don't judge till you've been there yourself. 
 

JENNA 
Well then - dinner's burning. 

 
INT. SHANNON'S BEDROOM - SAME TIME 
 
Shannon seems to have a bit more energy, she's playing a 
classical guitar, very well if a bit weakly. She looks up 
when she HEARS a bell being rung three times. 
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INT. DINING ROOM - FEW MINUTES LATER 
 
SHANNON enters the dining room, JENNA gives her a genuine 
hug. 

JENNA 
I'm sorry about our argument - everything is so 
volatile. Please - forgive me for my emotions. 

 
KENNY 

I'm sorry too, Shanny. 
 

SHANNON 
Hey - I know I'm upsetting everything. 

 
Jenna, near tears, offers a short emotional prayer. 
 

JENNA 
Dear God, be with us tonight, help us through our 
travails, bring your love into our hearts - protect 
and heal our daughter. In Christ's name we pray - 
Amen. 

 
No one can eat much of the good food. Shannon raises her 
fork to her mouth - then puts it down, unable to eat at all.  
 
Jenna, unable to hide her tears, bolts from the room.  
 
After a tense moment, Shannon looks at her father. 
 

SHANNON 
Please, Pops - what did Mahalena say, will she heal 
me? 

 
KENNY 

That woman - no, she doesn't want to see you. 
 

SHANNON 
(shattered) 

You failed me - you'd let me die! 
 
Kenny almost explodes emotionally - stands up and stalks out 
of the room.  
 
EXT. GARDENS 
 
Outside, the distraught doctor runs into his wife. 
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JENNA 
We have to do something - we need help - we need 
Reverend Bairhardt to talk to her, to - 

KENNY 
Hell with Reverend Bairhardt, it's hopeless - I've 
had it, with all of you - I'm heading to Tahoe for 
the weekend. 

 
EXT. ROAD - FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER 
 
Driving fast, KENNY heads out of town.  
 
He pushes in a cassette tape - a Dead Kennedy's punk tape, 
violent - Holiday in Cambodia or something to that effect. 
He reacts to it - takes it out. 
 
He passes the turnoff to Mahalena's road - and reflexively 
takes it.  
 
Again, we see he's being followed discretely. 
 
EXT. DRIVE TO CABIN 
 
Driving too fast on the mountain curves, KENNY almost has a 
wreck. 
 
EXT. APPROACHING THE CABIN 
 
KENNY splashes through the stream, comes to a stop, gets out 
of his car. It's dark - the moon just rising. 
 
INT. THE CABIN 
 
In a spooky sequence, KENNY finds Mahalena's cabin empty. A 
solitary candle is burning - in front of her portrait of 
him.  
 
He stares at his image - then HEARS distant chanting. 
 
EXT. BEHIND THE CABIN 
 
KENNY heads up the canyon trail in the moonlight. 
 
EXT. STEEP CANYON TRAIL 
 
Walking toward the chanting, suddenly KENNY sees, off to the 
side, the lone COYOTE staring at him. Kenny reacts by 
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picking up a big stick, then walking on. 
 
 
EXT. SMALL MEADOW 
 
MAHALENA is sitting alone beside a small fire, chanting in 
not-quite American Indian, not-quite Hawaiian, not-quite 
Gregorian - her own unique spontaneous expression.  
 
KENNY approaches, sits down across from her. She comes to an 
end of her chanting. Kenny grows somewhat calm in her 
presence. 
 

MAHALENA 
(softly) 

Thankyou, for returning. 
 

KENNY 
(defensive) 

What choice did I have? 
 

MAHALENA 
What choice do any of us have? Tonight, there is a 
most special energy - I was focusing upon your 
daughter - . . . 

 
A great-horned OWL comes flapping down from the sky - lands 
on a log near the fire.  
 
Kenny is spooked, but as he meets Mahalena's gaze, he calms 
down again - they spend a moment in deep silence. 
 

KENNY 
Tell me honestly, what is your actual experience - 
is there any verified truth behind all this occult 
healing jive? 

 
She hesitates, then speaks: 
 

MAHALENA 
I have, many times, like just now, become encircled, 
consumed in a vast energetic healing power, a 
presence - which functions completely, absolutely 
beyond any existing medical or scientific paradigm. 

 
KENNY 
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Jeez - but - can you yourself, focus it - to help 
Shannon? 

 
MAHALENA 

(hesitating) 
I cannot say for certain, if this energy will flow 
through me, to heal your daughter - there is 
something quite distinct happening, with Shannon and 
me, Shannon and you - but it is possible, yes. I 
have seen such healing happen many times, with my 
Grandfather - and yes, performed a number of 
healings myself. 

 
Kenny bites back his feelings, then mutters. 
 

KENNY 
(emotionally) 

I tell you, I know full well you're suffering from 
some delusion or - but I'd give anything, anything 
in the world, for you to be right - I love Shanny so 
goddamn much. 

 
He stares into space a moment. 
 

KENNY 
Tell me - what would you do, if you did a healing 
with her? 

 
MAHALENA 

I simply open, and allow. The rituals, what my 
Grandfather and others have taught me - they often 
come spontaneously - then Spirit takes over. 

 
The fire crackles. 
 

KENNY 
Spirit. That's the most abused word in the English 
language. 

 
Mahalena meets his gaze, holds it a very long time - then 
her eyes close. A soft haunting chant begins to flow from 
her mouth.  
 
Kenny stares into the fire, losing himself in the flickering 
of the flames and his own intense emotions. 
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Suddenly Mahalena stops her chant - her expression 
mysterious, almost frightening to Kenny. 

MAHALENA 
Kenny - now is the time - I am in contact, with - 
whoever - do you wish to hear? 

 
He stares at her uncertainly, says nothing.  
 
She closes her eyes, begins speaking again - but in a very 
old woman's voice. 
 

MAHALENA/OLD WOMAN 
Kenneth . . . welcome . . . we here, we perceive 
clearly, your dilemma, your choice . . . this vast 
energy of unknown source hovering just beyond you . 
. . this is a presence unlike any we have known . . 
. waiting, to be received - by you. 

 
Kenny retorts. 
 

KENNY 
Damnit, enough of this, Mahalena - cut it out. 

 
But the voice goes on: 
 

MAHALENA/OLD WOMAN 
This daughter you love so intensely - she shall die 
very soon if you do not open and heal her - you have 
known of this deepdown, long before. Even though we 
cannot foresee the ultimate outcome, we say to you 
in sum - you have our blessing. 

 
The voice grows silent. Mahalena slowly opens her eyes. 
 
A devastated Kenny stands up - walks down the trail to his 
car. 
 
EXT. BY CAR 
 
MAHALENA comes walking fast behind Kenny. She catches up 
with him and pulls him to a stop.  
 

MAHALENA 
Please - it is vital that you allow yourself to open 
to this energy - your daughter's life, and who knows 
what else, depends entirely upon you. 
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KENNY 
(freaking out) 

You're totally insane, do you realize that - totally 
entirely off your rocker - this is pure psycho 
stuff! 

 
He turns, gets into his car and drives half-consciously down 
the road, nearly getting stuck in the stream. 
 
          DISSOLVE 
TO: 
 
EXT. DESERT ROAD - LATE THAT NIGHT 
 
KENNY speeds through the desert night.  
 
 
We see a sign at the Tahoe turnoff near Reno. Queen's up-
rock "Keep Yourself Alive" is perhaps playing loud on his 
car stereo. 
 
EXT. LAKE TAHOE - DAWN 
 
Driving down into Lake Tahoe at sunrise, KENNY stops at a 
locked gate, opens it and goes along a private drive. 
 
EXT. TAHOE ESTATE  
 
Coming to a secluded '30s estate, KENNY unlocks the front 
door. 
 
INT. LIVING ROOM 
 
Entering a large living room full of memorabilia from his 
childhood, KENNY looks at photos of his wealthy dominating 
maternal grandfather, submissive frustrated grandmother, 
other relatives on his mother's side.  
 
Then he comes to a recent photo of SHANNON standing proud 
and healthy with a catch of trout - and freezes, emotions 
tearing him apart. 
 
EXT. LAKE TAHOE - LATER THAT MORNING 
 
Walking alongside the quiet lapping of Lake Tahoe, KENNY has 
somewhat regained his composure.  
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But then he HEARS again Mahalena's trance voice: 

MAHALENA/OLD WOMAN (VO) 
This daughter you love so intensely - she shall die 
very soon, if you do not open - 

 
Overlapping Mahalena's VO flashback, Kenny HEARS Jenna: 
 

JENNA (VO) 
Satan right at this moment in history, is making his 
final gigantic attempt to dominate human hearts - 

 
Highly agitated, Kenny takes off his clothes and jumps into 
the cold water of the lake - stroking powerfully away from 
shore. 
 
EXT. LAKE - FIVE MINUTES LATER 
 
KENNY comes out of the water, again looking somewhat 
composed. But as he rubs his hair dry with his shirt, he 
HEARS Mandy: 
 

MANDY (VO) 
Kenny - I know beyond any doubt you could heal me - 
even back then, with the migraines - will you, Kenny 
-  

 
KENNY 

No, No! Leave me alone, everybody - I don't want 
this! 

 
His hands reach up and clasp his head as if feeling intense 
pressure. In anguish, he throws himself down on the lawn. 
 

KENNY 
Goddamn, I don't care - I want Shanny to live! Dad, 
help me - help me! 

 
He lies on his back, staring up at the sky. 
 
Slowly he begins to see, materializing out of thin air and 
hovering weightless just ten feet above him - a radiant 
blue-gold energy field swirling, pulsating, emitting a 
bizarre, haunting humming sound. (This must be extremely 
subtle, absolutely masterful special effects - not in any 
way showy or phony) 
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KENNY 
Oh Jesus - go away - I don't believe! 

Kenny closes his eyes tight, his entire body tense, his 
lungs not breathing.  
 
Finally he relaxes, breathes, opens his eyes - the energy 
field is no longer visually present. 
 
INT. TAHOE LIVING ROOM - THAT EVENING 
 
Sitting by a fire with a quiet Telemann quartet, or perhaps 
one of the later Brahms quintets, playing on the stereo, 
KENNY seems changed - in bliss, slightly haunted, gazing, 
calm. 
 
But then thoughts come - and a terrible anxiety gets a grip 
on him.  
 
In desperation, he phones a number he knows by heart.  
 
 
INT. ARTHUR'S LIVING ROOM 
 
On the other end, we see his psychiatrist friend ARTHUR 
picking up the phone. VIOLA is there as well - they seem to 
have been arguing over something. 
 

KENNY 
(with great intensity) 

Listen, something's happening - I need to talk. 
 

ARTHUR 
(becoming professional) 

Talk away, buddy. 
 

KENNY 
It's just that - something came to me - this amazing 
energy field, not a vision or anything hocus - I 
actually saw this thing materialize before my own 
eyes, Arthur - it's real - real! 

 
Arthur tenses, but stays with his professional stance. 
 
INT. ARTHUR'S BEDROOM 
 
VIOLA comes walking in fast, surreptitiously picks up the 
phone, listens in on the conversation. 
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ARTHUR (VO) 
(hesitant) 

Alright then - I accept your experience. 
 
We see Kenny talking now - back and forth - 
 

KENNY 
(shaking) 

Here's what's scary - I know exactly what it wants 
of me - to take up residence - right here, inside my 
brain - in my core. 

 
ARTHUR 

(professional) 
Tell me - do you know why it wants to reside inside 
you? 

 
KENNY 

(confessing) 
All I know is this feeling, this strange inner 
certainty - that if I take the thing inside, I might 
actually be able to heal my girl. 

 
ARTHUR 

(professional) 
Kenny, all such occult experiences are nothing but 
hallucinatory figments of a delusional  - 

 
KENNY 

(stone honest) 
Arthur, what I'm experiencing - it's real. 

 
ARTHUR 

I must remind you that psychic delusions often 
appear absolutely totally real to the beholder. You 
concluded the same about Jenna's - 

 
We Viola now - 
 

VIOLA 
(impassioned) 

No! Stop saying such things, Arthur - you're wrong, 
let Kenny have his experience! 

 
ARTHUR 
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Off the phone, Viola! 
VIOLA 

No! 
 
INT. TAHOE LIVING ROOM 
 
KENNY is shocked by Viola's sudden voice on the phone, and 
their arguing. 
 
A sudden soft knocking is heard on the Tahoe door. Kenny 
reacts, stands up. 
 

KENNY 
(into the phone) 

Listen, somebody's here - I'll call you back. 
 

ARTHUR 
Wait - tell me where you are!  

 
Kenny hangs up - goes over nervously and opens the door. 
 
There stands MAHALENA outside - eyeing him closely. 
 
He stares her down a moment - then turns and walks away.  
 
Feeling acutely rejected, she turns to leave. 
 

KENNY 
Wait. 

 
She pauses at the doorway. 
 

MAHALENA 
I do not wish to disturb you. I only -  

  
KENNY 

(distraught) 
What if everybody's right - what if you are in fact 
possessed by the Devil, or worse still, just some 
poor demented psychotic soul - and I'm slipping 
right off the deep end along with you? 

 
MAHALENA 

(beat - sincere voice) 
We can only trust our own inner experience - 
otherwise all of our life becomes one giant illusory 
hell. 
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KENNY 
(suspicious) 

How did you know where to find me? 
 

MAHALENA 
Shannon told me. 

 
KENNY 

(almost afraid to ask) 
So - you did a ceremony - with her? 

 
MAHALENA 

That is for you to do, not me. 
 
Kenny turns his back on her and walks across the room. 
 

KENNY 
(muttering to himself) 

My entire life - everything I believe in - just 
totally destroyed . . .  

 
Mahalena walks up behind him - puts her arms softly around 
him, rests her head against his back. 
 

MAHALENA 
(very quietly) 

It is so very strange - for someone like you to be 
the one, whom Great Spirit, or whatever is out 
there, would choose.  

 
He spins around to face her. 
 

KENNY 
(vehemently) 

This force wanting in, it's a purely energetic 
phenomenon, no Great Spirit hocus - there'll be a 
definite scientific explanation . . .  

 
He drops silent, shivers slightly, uncontrollably.  
 
Mahalena leads him over to the fire. They sit on a bear rug, 
stare into the flames and the iridescent, mystic glowing 
coals . . .  
 
He's silent, she's silent. The fire pops like a gun going 
off.  
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KENNY 
(still struggling) 

So tell me, what I saw today - this totally amazing 
three-dimensional forcefield - it was physical, 
tangible, completely within the realm of scientific 
enquiry - nothing to do with Holy Spirit or Great 
Spirit or Evil Spirit -   

 
She doesn't respond. Instead she reaches softly, tentatively 
and begins to massage his tense neck. He inhales, sighs, 
succumbs to her touch. 
 

KENNY 
(slightly relaxing) 

You know about all this stuff, tell me what's going 
on -  

 
MAHALENA 

You must tell me. 
 

KENNY 
I can still feel it, the energy, waiting to get 
inside me - but you've gotta hear me - how the hell 
am I to know, if it can be trusted? 

 
She stops her massage, breathes out evenly, looks into the 
fire, then looks back at him. 
 

MAHALENA 
Such a question is for you to answer, based on your 
own direct experience - not mine or anyone else's. 

 
KENNY 

(sarcastic) 
Great - just great. Not even the psychic expert 
knows what's going on. 

 
MAHALENA 

We never do know, fully - but still, we have to 
trust - and act. 

 
Kenny looks back into the crucible of the fire's embers - 
suddenly begins shivering. He fights the physical symptoms, 
stands up, hurries around the room, his expression more and 
more extreme. 
Mahalena comes to him, touches him, seems to calm him - but 
then he pulls away, still not trusting her. 
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His physical state becomes extreme, almost apoplectic. 
Finally he crashes down onto the bear rug, rolls onto his 
back, staring up fearfully.  
 

KENNY 
God help me, it's coming in, I can't stop it - 
please, Mahalena - help me -  

 
Director must be extremely careful here not to overdo the 
scene - best to exit early - perhaps overlap a low monotone 
VOICE-OVER from the next scene as we: 
 
CUT TO -  
 
INT. BANKS LIVING ROOM - NEXT DAY 
 
A small prayer group is in progress in the living room, led 
by REVEREND BAIRHARDT - WILLIAM. At his side, JENNA is 
tense, barely able to contain herself.  
 

WILLIAM 
(muted, priestly tone) 

 . . . and we must remember - genuine Christian 
miracles are still coming to pass, in the very midst 
of our tainted technological age. Christ's healing 
power still enters and transforms three-dimensional 
form.  

 
We SEE briefly SHANNON in bed upstairs - looking near death. 
 

WILLIAM (VO) 
Who knows God's ultimate plan for young Shannon. All 
we can do is bow our heads and ask with all our 
hearts and minds and souls that this girl be spared 
an early death - that she open her heart once again 
to Christ, and receive that supreme physical miracle 
she requires in order to live. 

 
We see JENNA's fervent believing expression. 
 

WILLIAM 
Who knows the mysterious plans of God - we can only 
open our hearts and ask for help. 

EXT. BANKS RESIDENCE - SAME TIME 
 
KENNY comes driving up to the house. He looks overwhelmed, 
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nervous but bright.  
 
Getting out of his car, he HEARS a Presbyterian hymn wafting 
through the air from his house - and winces. 
 
INT. LIVING ROOM 
 
KENNY enters his living room, and sees the group of praying 
friends.  
 
WILLIAM opens his eyes, smiles. He gestures for Kenny to 
join the group - but reacts deepdown to Kenny's changed, 
energized, slightly-crazed expression. 
 
As Kenny sits down, friends open eyes a moment, smile warmly 
to him, then close eyes again. He meets JENNA's gaze a long 
moment - she sees his expression, tenses - closes her eyes. 
 
Kenny closes his eyes, but they open just a moment later - 
he's uncomfortable participating in the prayer group. He 
glances upstairs - stands up, and with both apprehension and 
intense expectation, walks upstairs.  
 
INT. SHANNON'S ROOM 
 
Entering his daughter's room, KENNY finds SHANNON asleep on 
her bed, looking almost dead.  
 
Kenny sits down beside the girl, his expression tense. He 
tries to breathe into his fears - begins to reach out to put 
his hand on his daughter's gaunt body -  
 
He reacts, pulls his hand back, stands up and hurriedly 
leaves the room. 
 
INT. LIVING ROOM 
 
The prayer group is breaking up. Coming downstairs in an 
urgent mood, seeking any kind of advice, KENNY approaches 
WILLIAM. 
 

KENNY 
Could I talk with you a moment? 

 
JENNA is watching. Kenny's request makes her feel slightly 
more at ease. 
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INT. LIBRARY 
 
KENNY and WILLIAM stand eyeing each other. 
 

KENNY 
I have a question, a query. 

 
WILLIAM 

Yes - I'll do my best to answer. 
 

KENNY 
You've heard about the healer woman, Mahalena, that 
our Shanny is going to. 

 
WILLIAM 

Jenna told me. 
 

KENNY 
Well - I want to know how would you react, if this 
woman were in fact to perform a seeming miracle on 
Shannon.  

 
WILLIAM 

(hesitant) 
Alright - I must speak candidly. If she performed 
the healing in the name of Christ, if she served as 
a human channel for the Holy Spirit's infinite 
healing power - then this would be indeed a miracle 
of the highest order. 

 
William eyes Kenny. 
 

KENNY 
Go on. 

 
WILLIAM 

If she claimed other powers, other - you must 
understand, Kenneth - there is absolutely no 
positive healing power in the universe, except that 
authorized by Christ. Therefore the healing would be 
- demonic. I hate to use that word, but there you 
have it. 

 
INT. MATILIJA HOT SPRINGS - LATER THAT AFTERNOON 
 
We see the calm surface of a round wooden hot tub. Slowly 
two heads emerge from submersion - KENNY and ARTHUR.  
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Their eyes open at almost the same time, they look at each 
other a long moment. 
 

KENNY 
(continuing a conversation) 

No - I was just with it - and I could tell, this 
energy, it's life-giving, not dangerous at all.  

 
Arthur is watching Kenny carefully. 
 

ARTHUR 
Kenny - you're a reasonable man caught in an 
absolutely devastating situation - your daughter's 
almost certain imminent death. But you must listen 
to me now. These delusional - 

 
KENNY 

Fuck - if this is crazy then let me be crazy - I'm 
packing the power to heal - and Shanny's life 
depends on my not denying it any longer. 

 
Kenny submerges his head again.  
 
Arthur waits until the head rises up again to the surface.  
 

KENNY 
You're always the one telling me I need to be more 
open-minded about things. 

 
Arthur is holding his own - he takes a deep breath, gets up 
out of the water. 
 

ARTHUR 
It's one thing to be open-minded - it's another 
thing altogether to suddenly plunge into a totally 
opposite attitude posture which completely violates 
everything you hold to be true in life - you cannot 
continue as a doctor, if you turn your back entirely 
upon the fundamental premises of scientific reality. 

 
KENNY 

(pleading) 
But tell me - what can it hurt if I give the healing 
a try, and I'm wrong?  
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ARTHUR 
(soberly) 

Your daughter, yourself as well - you both could be 
emotionally and spiritually devastated. 

 
EXT. BACKYARD - LATE THAT AFTERNOON 
 
SHANNON is sitting alone on the back porch.  
 
KENNY appears, walks over to her. They sit for a moment 
together in silence. 
 

SHANNON 
(vague - musing) 

I'm the same age your big brother Richie was, when 
he got killed in Viet Nam. I wonder, are you going 
to keep my spirit alive inside you after I die, just 
like you've kept Richie's? Is that how it's going to 
be? 

 
KENNY 

(emotionally) 
But you don't have to die - 

 
He pauses, way over his head - a moment of awkward silence  
ensues before he stumbles forward with words - 
 

KENNY 
Who knows - maybe I could help you myself. My Dad 
had the power - maybe I could try and tap into it 
too. 

 
Shannon stares at Kenny, momentarily dumbfounded - touched 
by this suggestion. 
 

SHANNON 
Thanks Pops - that's something amazing for you to 
say - but it won't work - it takes somebody who's 
way out there spiritually, to channel healing energy 
- no offense. 

 
Kenny feels rejected. loses steam - turns away. 
 

SHANNON 
Hey - thanks for talking to me - I think I'll go lay 
down awhile, I'm shaky - but Pops - thanks. 
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Alone, Kenny's in anguish - he bangs his fist against the 
wall. 
 
INT. BEDROOM - THAT NIGHT 
 
Lying in bed, JENNA is nervously watching Kenny standing at 
the window staring out at the stars. 
 
Finally he turns around, his expression explosive.  
 

KENNY 
(muttering) 

I tell you, I can heal Shanny myself. 
 

JENNA 
(shocked) 

What do you mean? 
 

KENNY 
I mean - I have the power - a presence's come inside 
me. All I have to do is send it into Shannon's body 
- and she'll be cured. 

 
JENNA 

(anxiously) 
But - who is - are you saying Christ will heal 
through you? 

 
KENNY 

(impatient with that line) 
It has nothing to do with that - this is pure energy 
- and I'm going to use it, no matter what lies 
behind it - I'm not going to let my daughter die! 

 
Jenn falls silent, not knowing what to say. Kenny turns away 
from her to stare at the stars.  
 
Slowly his hands move down and come to rest over his heart 
region. 
 
He remains perfectly still for a long moment. Then he walks 
from the room.  
 
Jennifer hesitates, then gets up out of bed and follows him 
down the hallway into Shannon's bedroom. 
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INT. SHANNON'S BEDROOM 
 
JENNA watches fearfully as KENNY walks over to the bed where 
SHANNON is sleeping. 
 
Kenny stands a long moment, expression one more time afraid 
- then becoming radiant. He mumbles something. His body 
shakes, then becomes perfectly still. 
 
A curious lilting laugh emerges from his lips. He reaches 
down - and touches his daughter's forehead. 
 
          DISSOLVE 
TO: 
 
 
EXT. BANKS HOUSE, RAINING - THE NEXT MORNING 
 
Driving alone, MANDY arrives at Kenny's house - emotions 
desperate.  
 
She runs through the rain to the front porch. 
 
JENNA opens the door - looking strangely unkempt and wild-
eyed. 
 
MANDY is playing out her usual flamboyant-drama even in her 
extreme condition. 
 

MANDY 
(urgent) 

I must see Kenny - please - is he home? 
 

JENNA 
(in confusion) 

Oh - yes, he's - but wait - perhaps you come back - 
later. 

 
MANDY 

There is no later. 
 
Mandy walks past a rather passive Jenna, into the house. 
INT. LIVING ROOM 
 
MANDY finds SHANNON sitting quietly on the sofa, cross-
legged. The young woman stands up and comes over to her - 
appearing completely healthy, recovered. She gives Mandy a 
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hug that deepens, calms her somewhat. 
 

SHANNON 
Mandy, it's good to see you again. 

 
MANDY 

(breathless) 
But - I thought you were deathly ill. 

 
KENNY enters the room, slightly disoriented, but calm - and 
somewhere deep inside, newly centered. 
 

MANDY 
Oh Kenny, there you are  - I'm sorry about - I don't 
know what to do - everything has turned against me - 
I've been to three New Age and even a Baptist faith 
healer - none could help at all. 

 
Mandy comes into Kenny's arms, breaking down. 
 
JENNA enters, eyes Kenny hotly.  
 
Kenny breaks away from Mandy's clinging arms, walks over to 
the window and stares out at the rain - struggling with his 
feelings.  
 
Then he turns around - decided. 
 

KENNY 
Everything's going to be okay, Mandy. 

 
She eyes him - responding to his words. Jenna reacts. 
 

JENNA 
But Kenn, remember -  

 
KENNY 

No - I was wrong, it's impossible to stop - I'm a 
doctor, it's my duty to help people where I can. 

 
Jenna experiences several emotions at once - confusion, 
anger, fear - then turns and leaves the room. 
 

KENNY 
Mandy, I'll heal you - if you want me to. 

 
MANDY 
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Oh yes. I knew - all along. What shall I, we - 
 

KENNY 
Just sit down on the sofa, relax - that's all. 

 
Shannon is watching keenly from a distance as Kenny walks 
over to Mandy, glances at Shannon - closes his eyes and then 
mumbles something, his expression shifting from tense to 
relaxed, then beatific.  
 
Kenny suddenly laughs his short lilting laugh as preface to 
the healing, then reaches without saying another word - and 
touches Mandy's forehead.   
 
INT. KITCHEN 
 
JENNA is waiting nervously in the kitchen when KENNY comes 
walking in. One look at her husband's expression and she 
gasps. 
 

JENNA 
(urgently) 

But you promised. 
 

KENNY 
What was I going to do - let her die! 

 
JENNA 

(whispering intensely) 
I know, I realize - but you must tell me, what did 
you feel? Was there, was there -  

 
MANDY comes walking in - somehow a changed woman, quiet, 
humble. She walks to Kenny and gives him a sincere hug, then 
a direct but not seductive kiss on the lips. 
 

MANDY 
(hushed, non-dramatic voice) 

 This is amazing. Who am I - I feel different. 
 

KENNY 
(trying to be calm) 

 How so? 
 
Mandy walks around the room, experiencing her changed 
demeanor and perceptions. 

MANDY 
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In here (hand over heart) I feel - I've been insane, 
all my life - now everything is clear. You were 
always such a special person, Kenny. Now I know why 
- God has come into you, you have been chosen. 
(Beat) I want you to know, that I am here - to serve 
as your helpmate. Whatever you ask, I do. 

 
SHANNON is standing in the doorway. Kenny is flustered. 
 

KENNY 
 No - I don't want this. 
 

MANDY 
(total sincerity) 

What's happened inside me - there's no room for 
anything but truth. I love you, I worship you - I am 
yours. 

 
Mandy glances at Jenna, who is aghast at this radical shift 
in personality. Mandy speaks to her. 
 

MANDY 
Please, I don't mean that I want him, not like that 
- not unless he wants me, that way. I don't quite 
know the words - his touch transformed me, I'm a new 
person - And I want to serve the man who saved me. 

 
Kenny sees Jenna's extreme expression - turns back to Mandy. 
 

KENNY 
I think what we need right now is some privacy - 
maybe you and I can talk tomorrow. 

 
MANDY 

Of course - of course. I'll be home, please - call 
on me for whatever you need. I love you. From the 
depths of my heart. 

She takes his hand, kisses it - then turns to Jenna, smiles 
warmly into the heat of Jenna's expression, and makes her 
exit. 
 
As soon as Mandy is gone, Jenna explodes. 
 

JENNA 
You see! She worships you - it's demonic, you must 
stop channeling this force - I'm scared! 
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Kenny sits down, totally confused. 
  

JENNA 
This woman Mahalena, she's behind all this - you're 
possessed and you don't even realize it. 

 
KENNY 

I'm a doctor - my job is healing people. 
 
Jenn stares wildly at him, then runs out of the room and up 
the stairs.  
 
Kenny turns and looks at Shannon - then heads, upset, 
outside and down the front steps into the rain. 
 
EXT. MOUNTAIN CABIN - HALF AN HOUR LATER 
 
MAHALENA is sitting outside her cabin on the front porch, 
the COYOTE beside her. It's raining hard. She looks worried.  
 
Kenny's Chevy comes driving too fast up the rutted road.  
 

MAGDALENA 
Ah - finally! 

 
Everything's slippery - KENNY gets out, not very centered, 
sees the coyote with Mahalena - and falls head-first into a 
deep puddle - mud in his eyes, floundering around blindly in 
the downpour, he's unable to get back up on his feet. 
 
Mahalena comes to help him up - but it's so slippery she 
falls into the mud too. They wrestle - she's laughing but 
he's flustered as they make it to the porch. 
 

MAHALENA 
 Off with those - everything! 
 
They both strip down. Mahalena turns the hose on Kenny. As 
he stands gasping, she hoses herself down too.  
 
A moment of hot eye contact that is archetypally sexually-
laden - Kenny breaks out of it and stomps naked into the 
cabin. 
 
INT. CABIN 
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MAHALENA runs a hot bath, tosses KENNY a towel - then she 
becomes suddenly bashful of her nudity, wraps a towel around 
herself. 
 

MAHALENA 
I'm so relieved you've come - I was ready to go find 
you. You promised -  

 
KENNY 

(upset) 
Everything's a fucking mess - you should have warned 
me -  

 
MAHALENA 

 What about Shannon - did you - 
 

KENNY 
Yeah - and a friend of mine too - she's probably out 
gabbing to the entire world right now. I never 
should have - but with this damn energy inside me, I 
can't stop myself. 

 
MAHALENA 
(calmer) 

 Nor should you. 
 
Kenny reacts to this. 
 

KENNY 
(intense) 

But - I can't just go heal the whole world - where 
would it end? And this energy - it healed Mandy 
psychologically, not just physically - total 
personality change.  

 
MAHALENA 

(uncertainly) 
Psychologically?  

KENNY 
Turned her into a fucking angel. 

 
MAHALENA 

There are of course, very different ways each body 
transforms incoming energy - each of us puts our own 
spin on the vibration passing through. But 
personality change - are you certain - did it also 
happened to Shannon, as well? 
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KENNY 

(reflecting) 
Well, no - at least not so that I noticed.  

 
MAHALENA 

(mostly to herself) 
My heart - it feels such confusion - I should be 
clear, the voices should still be with me - and 
Grandfather, where is he!  

 
KENNY 

(mind made up) 
I want you to help me get this energy out of my body 
- Shannon healed - that's what I hoped and prayed 
for - but I've had it. Playing healer isn't my 
thing, I'm all shattered inside. 

 
Mahalena moves around behind him, begins massaging his tense 
shoulders. He takes a deep breath -  
 

KENNY 
You must tell me, this energy inside me - why'd it 
come into me, why not into you, or some big-time 
enlightened guru? 

 
MAHALENA 

I have no idea - all I know is that I have such a 
deep feeling for you - (Beat) you must realize, I am 
no saint, no enlightened being - only a woman. 

 
Responding to her human tenderness, he reaches to touch her 
face, looking deeply into her eyes - and they get hit with a 
potent mutual attraction that begins to take them over - 
 

KENNY 
So what do we do - what now? 

 
She bends over, kisses his neck. 
 

MAHALENA 
Of this I am certain - we must stay human. I feel 
the energy in you - bursting. Perhaps I shall take 
you to bed - unless this act would violate something 
with your -  

 
KENNY 
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Everything's already violated in that realm, Jenna 
and I, we're done - I've cracked her - she's 
spiritual too, you know, everybody's got their 
different - this is all insane. I'm losing all grip 
- 

 
MAHALENA 

We need Lazantho - but he does not come.  
 
INT. CABIN - SOMEWHAT LATER 
 
MAHALENA and KENNY are in bed. This isn't the place for a 
slobbery sex scene yet it's essential to show the two of 
them going non-verbal, skin-to-skin honest - until for a 
moment they're totally unified, physically on the verge. 
 
But suddenly we see Mahalena tense, then pull back from his 
male urgency. 
 

MAHALENA 
(breathless) 

God - suddenly I'm afraid. 
 

KENNY 
Don't be. 

 
MAHALENA 

The energy - you'll send it into me. 
 

KENNY 
You're already there. 

 
MAHALENA 

The personality transformation - frightens me. 
KENNY 

(reacting) 
Fuck - you think I'm packing bad energy? 

 
MAHALENA 

Something scares me! 
 
Kenny pushes her off - he sits up on the bed panting, upset.  
 
She sits up (beat), puts her arm around him. 
 

MAHALENA 
(consoling) 
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Please - I didn't mean to -  
 

KENNY 
(withdrawn) 

Even you - you don't trust this energy. 
 
She stands up, entirely confused herself. 
 

MAHALENA 
(struggling for insight) 

Perhaps I am not ready - perhaps even you are not 
ready. Who knows what this energy might do - what 
your personality is doing to this energy - 

 
Kenny's on his feet, reacting to her words - upset in the 
extreme. 
 

KENNY 
Shit - being with you's as bad as being with Jenna - 
I'm outa here. 

 
EXT. CABIN PORCH 
 
MAHALENA comes bursting out after KENNY. 
 

MAHALENA 
Wait - no, don't leave. 

 
KENNY 

Let go - get away from me. 
 
He heads out naked into the rain, slips and slides through 
the mud to his car, gets in and drives off dangerously fast. 
Mahalena shouts after him, stands there - then turns, 
shattered, confused - walks toward the cabin - pauses on the 
steps.  
 
The COYOTE is there. Mahalena sits, buries her head in her 
hands. For a moment she is totally silent - then a tiny cry 
of intense emotional agony breaks through her reserve. 
 
EXT. SANTA BARBARA BOAT MARINA - THAT NIGHT 
 
The Chevy pulls erratically up to the parking area of the 
marina.  
 
KENNY gets out - still naked - half-possessed - stumbles 
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down to the foot-gate on the dock. It's late - there's no 
one around. He pushes on the gate - locked. 
 

KENNY 
(at his limits) 

Shit - 
 
He turns to leave. 
 

VIOLA (VO) 
Wait - 

 
VIOLA appears from the shadows - opens the gate, laughs at 
his muddy nakedness - then turns absolutely serious. 
 

KENNY 
Uhm - you alone? 

 
She takes his hand, leads him to her sailboat. 
 
INT. SAILBOAT 
 
She's sponging him down to get off the mud. 
 

VIOLA 
I knew - the world is never ready - what have they 
done? 

 
KENNY 

Nothing - I just need a place to sleep - where 
people aren't afraid of this fucking energy. 

 
VIOLA 

Yes -  
 

KENNY 
I leave in the morning - I have my own way. 

 
VIOLA 

Shh. 
 
She soothes him. 
 
INT. SANTA BARBARA MANSON - EARLY NEXT MORNING 
 
ESTADA is in an inner office/meditation room. There is a 
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knocking at the door. 
 

ESTADA 
Yes - who is it? 

 
The door opens.  
 
There stands MAHALENA, looking exhausted, wild-eyed.  
 
She approaches ESTADA, speaks directly to her. 
 

MAGDALENA 
I have come to tell you - the Vehicle does not wish 
to meet with you, nor to participate in any way in 
your plans. He is moving in completely different 
directions. I cannot stop him, nor influence him - I 
am stepping aside. 

 
ESTADA 

(shocked) 
But - what other direction is there for him to move? 

 
MAHALENA 

(emotional) 
Please, it has become too strange - he does not want 
your help. 

 
ESTADA 

But - where is your father? 
 
 

MAHALENA 
He has - he has not come. (Beat) Now, I have done my 
duty to you - goodbye. 

 
She leaves the room. 
 
INT. SAILBOAT - SAME TIME 
 
KENNY is sitting at the tiny dining table in the boat. VIOLA 
is serving a breakfast. With a phone book open in front of 
him, Kenny is making calls. 
 

KENNY 
(on the phone) 

George, it's me, Dr. Banks. Listen, I was wondering 
if you could meet me at my office in about an hour - 
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I think I might have something to help, greatly, 
with your condition. 

 
He hangs up. Viola eyes him. 
 
EXT. BANKS ESTATE 
 
MAHALENA drives up to the house in her Jeep, gets out 
uncertainly - walks up and rings the door. 
 
JENNA, looking entirely flustered, answers the door - stands 
there staring at the tall woman. 
 

JENNA 
What do you want? 

 
MAHALENA 

To speak with Dr. Banks. 
 

JENNA 
You're the woman. 

 
MAHALENA 

Is he home? 
 

JENNA 
(Beat) No - go away. 

 
MAHALENA 

I must find him. 
JENNA 

I have no idea -  
 
A car drives fast up to the house. The ORIENTAL MAN AND 
WOMAN get out.  
 
Mahalena turns and walks away from the house, past the two 
approaching people, and to her Jeep. Jenna is talking to the 
two strangers as Mahalena drives away. 
 
EXT. BANKS MEDICAL BUILDING - TEN MINUTES LATER 
 
There are a dozen cars in the parking lot. A plain white car 
pulls up, with BERNARDO inside.  
 
He parks, watches the building - checks out a car that comes 
driving in fast - the ORIENTAL MAN AND WOMAN. 
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MAHALENA drives up with her Jeep - sees the orientals 
watching her - spies Bernardo - turns around and drives off. 
 
The two orientals start their engine, race after her. 
Bernardo starts his engine - then turns it off. 
  
ARTHUR comes buzzing in his sports car and parks ajar, 
running into the office. 
 
INT. MEDICAL OFFICE - WAITING ROOM 
 
BETTY is at her desk, shaking with extreme nervousness and 
anticipation. A dozen patients are in the waiting room. 
 
ARTHUR bursts in on her. 
 

ARTHUR 
(demanding) 

Where is he! 
 
INT. INNER OFFICE 
 
ARTHUR enters - finds KENNY, SHANNON and VIOLA in the room. 
 

KENNY 
Ah - good you could make it - I want you to evaluate 
any personality changes that might occur, while I 
heal a dozen patients. Yes? 

Arthur stares at him aghast - doesn't say a word. 
 

KENNY 
(into intercom) 

Betty, send in the first. 
 
The first patient, GEORGE - suffering from a degenerative 
disease and in much pain - walks into Dr. Banks' inner 
office. 
 
INT. WAITING ROOM - FIVE MINUTES LATER 
 
Along with a dozen very ill patients, BERNARDO is sitting in 
the waiting room when KENNY opens his door, lets the 
completely healed patient GEORGE out of his inner office. 
 
George is radiant, turns to Kenny.  
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GEORGE 
If I can do anything for you, anything at all, I 
mean it - let me know. I'm touched - right here. 
God, thankyou! 

 
KENNY 

What I'd like, is for you to go talk with my friend 
Arthur a few minutes, in the next room - explain to 
him how you're feeling, okay? 

 
Kenny turns to his nurse. 
 

KENNY 
(smiling confidently) 

Next. 
 
EXT. CABIN - SAME TIME 
 
MAHALENA comes driving fast to her cabin - runs in, starts 
putting her few possessions into the Jeep.  
 
The COYOTE is sitting, watching her. Suddenly the Coyote's 
ears go on the alert.  
 
Mahalena also suddenly catches her breath, a shocked look on 
her face. Then - a relieved smile. 
 

MAHALENA 
Ah - Grandpa - finally! 

But the expression on the old man's face as he approaches 
her is not encouraging. 
 
INT. BANKS MEDICAL BUILDING - SAME TIME 
 
In the waiting room, BERNARDO watches as GEORGE walks out of 
an office, with ARTHUR staring after him with deeply upset 
expression. The other patients surround George, who is 
completely healed of his pains and afflictions. 
 
Bernardo walks through the excited patients, right into Dr. 
Banks' inner office. 
 
INT. INNER OFFICE  
 
BERNARDO confronts KENNY, who's standing staring blissfully 
out the window. 
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BERNARDO 
Excuse me - my name is Bernardo. I represent the 
spiritual society which has anticipated your arrival 
- I am here to welcome you to our circle, and to 
offer you the spiritual protection and guidance you 
will require, in order to properly -  

 
Kenny is no longer in any way uncertain of his powers. 
 

KENNY 
I think I have this under control, within my own 
medical posture. Thanks anyway. 

 
BERNARDO 

But -  
 

KENNY 
You're from Mahalena's gang, right? 

 
BERNARDO 

Yes, but - 
 

KENNY 
Well when you see her, tell her thanks but no thanks 
- I prefer my own way. Now then, please, if you'll 
excuse us. 

 
As Bernardo leaves the room in a huff, ARTHUR comes bursting 
in, packing his own extreme negative huff. 
 

ARTHUR 
Kenny, we have to talk - don't go on with this. 

 
KENNY 

I won't be disturbed now, Arthur. I request that you 
continue with your evaluations of each patient. 

 
Arthur stares him down, his expression desperate - then 
exits. 
 
Kenny turns around. Shannon is staring at him, serious 
uncertainty on her own face. 
 

KENNY 
(blustery) 

Hey, what's the matter, everybody scared of the 
simple act of healing? 
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Shannon shrugs her shoulders - deeply uncertain. 
 

KENNY 
(into intercom) 

Next! 
 
EXT. OJAI ROAD - AN HOUR OR SO LATER 
 
KENNY and SHANNON are driving along together. In the rear-
view mirror, Kenny eyes a car following them. 
 

KENNY 
They're still there. 

 
SHANNON 

Who could they be? 
 

KENNY 
I'll ditch them. 

 
Kenny hangs a fast right, zooms up a driveway - then heads 
his car right off into an orange grove. 
 
EXT. ORANGE GROVE 
 
The CAR following comes chasing after them - but KENNY takes 
a couple tight turns through the orchard - loses them. 
 
EXT. ROAD 
 
KENNY and SHANNON come bouncing back onto the highway.  
 
As they drive, Shannon finally opens up and starts talking 
about her feelings. 
 

SHANNON 
Dad, I've got to talk - I feel so - alive! 
Everything's happened just like I knew it would - 
but Dad, you've got to listen to me. 

 
KENNY 

(uncertainly) 
Talk away. 

 
SHANNON 

(carefully) 
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It's that - you're just not at all enlightened, 
Pops. I thought only enlightened people can channel 
this level of healing energy. Something seems wrong 
- especially with all the mental changes Arthur 
found in those patients - and now people chasing you 
- this isn't how it should be. 

 
KENNY 

(defensive) 
What're you saying - that somebody up there made a 
big mistake, sent this energy into the wrong body - 
is that what you're saying? 

 
SHANNON 

I'm only saying, there are different ways you can 
let power flow. What does Mahalena say - where is 
she? 

 
KENNY 

(moody) 
Count her out. 

 
Shannon pauses, eyes her father. 
 

SHANNON 
So - who do you feel is in charge then? Who know's 
what's really coming down? 

 
KENNY 

(Beat) Maybe nobody knows what's happening here - 
this could be some purely random freak energetic 
phenomenon. 

 
Shannon's expression does not accept this, but she says 
nothing. 
 
EXT. HOSPITAL PARKING LOT 
 
KENNY and SHANNON pull into the hospital parking lot. 
 

SHANNON 
(low voice) 

Dad, be careful. Don't go public. 
 

KENNY 
I can't hold this energy, without using it - it's 
burning holes inside me. 



JUST BEFORE DAWN … page 116 

 
SHANNON 

 Let it burn - you're - 
 

KENNY 
Quiet - let me do what I have to do. 

 
 He walks into the hospital. 
 
INT. HOSPITAL, INTENSIVE-CARE UNIT 
 
At first terribly uncertain but then more and more moved by 
compassion, KENNY walks through the intensive-care unit.  
 
SHANNON follows, worried. 
 
Kenny quietly begins healing the patients one by one, 
through his touch and his laugh. There ensues a major 
commotion.  
 
Kenny's doctor friend comes unglued, tries to stop him. 
 

KENNY 
(almost pleading) 

Hey, it's our job - healing people!  
 
The hospital world is set on its head - healed patients are 
instantly worshiping Kenny. 
 
Kenny comes to the old man he talked to before - ROGER 
MADDOX. The old man reacts to Kenny, rejecting his healer's 
role - pushing him away with a violent flair of emotion. 
 

ROGER 
(hostile) 

You leave me alone - don't you touch me! 
 

KENNY 
(jolted) 

Alright. 
 

ROGER 
(accusing) 

I can see what you're doing - zapping everybody with 
your superior twist - you doctors, you want 
everybody to worship you, bow down - well not me, 
not me! I'd rather die than get sucked into all this 
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slobbery feeling going on around here! You've got 
the wrong - wrong attitude! If you're gonna heal 
people, heal them clean, damn you. Your Poppa, he 
healed clean. 

 
KENNY 

(sincerely) 
I don't understand. 

 
ROGER 

Then get away - get away! 
 
Kenny is shaken. 
 
A TV NEWS CREW pushes into the ward. The entire scene is a 
mess - everybody talking at once. Kenny is still looking 
into the old man's eyes. 
 
Protectively, Shannon takes his father's hand and leads him 
away. 
 
INT. OJAI COUNTRY CLUB RESTAURANT - HALF HOUR LATER 
 
At the Country Club dining room, KENNY and SHANNON are 
sitting, not speaking a word.  
 
Shannon is in a strange calm state, just sitting there 
quietly, anticipatory but not appearing to be an active 
player. 
 
Kenny seems lost in conflicting thoughts and emotions. One 
moment he's perturbed in the extreme - the next moment, his 
expression shifts to hopeful - then beaming with some inner 
idea or realization. 
 
The ORIENTAL MAN AND WOMAN enter unnoticed, and take a table 
off in a corner -  
 
TRAVIS comes bursting into the room looking for Kenny - 
spies him, comes over and gives Kenny a big hug. 
 

TRAVIS 
(excited) 

Thanks for calling - just like you thought - Mandy's 
tumor's totally disappeared - just got the report - 
no medical trace!  
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Kenny eyes Shannon but she remains a mute presence, neither 
judging nor approving. 
 

KENNY 
Good - good. 

 
TRAVIS 

But that's not all - she's not herself since you did 
whatever you did to her, she's another woman 
altogether, some radiant saint. The personality 
change - do you realize it's happening? 

 
KENNY 

It's some sort of cognitive shift - I don't know 
what to make of it, I'm heading down to UCLA in the 
morning and -  

 
TRAVIS 
(urgent) 

No - not that! I have a totally better fix. 
 
He looks around to make sure no one is listening - continues 
with lowered tone. 

TRAVIS 
(trembling with anticipation) 

Imagine, what would happen if we went to Washington, 
right today, the two of us - we can catch a plane 
this evening - and you can start healing the sick 
old powerful geezers in the Senate - not to mention 
a couple on the Supreme Court getting eaten up with 
cancer. 

 
Kenny eyes him - intrigued. 
 

TRAVIS 
Kenny - you could transform the entire nation - 
overnight. We could do the entire world - this is 
how to use your power! 

 
Kenny stares straight ahead, not saying anything - the idea 
strikes a resonant note deep inside his liberal mind. 
 
ARTHUR comes bursting into the restaurant. He pauses, sees 
Kenny and his table - walks with agitated gait over to the 
table, sits down. He's silent a moment - something's got him 
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radically upset. 
 

ARTHUR 
(distraught) 

So - I've interviewed all ten - they've each and 
every one, definitely been transformed, mentally as 
well as physically - and - they'll do anything you 
ask. 

 
He pauses, his mind momentarily disfunctioning - then he 
goes on vaguely. 
 

ARTHUR 
It's as if, they're in some kind of subtle but 
totally pervading trance, with you their master 
hypnotist. What's more, they've become absolutely 
positive in all their cognitive patterns, as if 
you've wiped out any capacity for negative cognition 
or emotion. 

 
TRAVIS 

(excited) 
Right - the same with Mandy, exactly!  

 
Arthur looks into Shannon's eyes - then speaks to Kenny. 
 

ARTHUR 
Except for Shannon - no personality alteration at 
all with her. I'm in total confusion. This can't be 
happening - this must stop! 

 
KENNY 

Arthur, don't nut up on me right when I need you. I 
know it's completely insane but at the same time, 
there's something happening here, something I've got 
to act upon - 

 
ARTHUR 

(suddenly hostile) 
No! You can't go on - this has gone too far already 
- it's utter insanity we're caught up in here, some 
bizarre contagious delusional - 

 
KENNY 

Relax, Arthur - Travis has an idea and I think it's 
a remarkable one. I go to Washington, heal all the 
sick powerheads - spread this positive energy 
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exactly where it'll generate the most good, without 
anybody even knowing that - 

 
Arthur reacts almost violently. 
 

ARTHUR 
No - goddamn! Whatever this is, you can't employ it 
without people even knowing beforehand. That would 
be - (Slightly calmer now) Your first plan was the 
right one - study this scientifically down at UCLA, 
before you -  

 
TRAVIS 
(urgent) 

No! This might be our one chance to take this gift 
from the heavens and use it to evoke radical 
powerful positive change throughout the world - and 
to do that, we absolutely must act in secret. 

 
Arthur eyes Kenny a long moment, in pure disbelief. 
 
 

ARTHUR 
Kenny, would you actually, even for a moment, 
consider such a total megalomaniac - 

 
KENNY 

(determined) 
Who knows how long the power's going to stay with me 
- Travis is right - we can do the studies after -  

 
ARTHUR 

(shaking) 
You're insane, totally insane - both of you - 
dangerous . . .   

 
KENNY 

(with force) 
Please, then - you’ll be in my way - I say to you, 
Arthur - out of my way. 

 
Arthur eyes him with a final piercing gaze - something seems 
to be snapping inside Arthur’s mind, he’s the one who looks 
crazy now. He gets up and walks out of the dining room, 
mumbling to himself, glancing back at his former friend. 
 
Kenny stares at him until he's disappeared from sight, then 
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turns his head, his expression lost momentarily in the 
confusion caused by his best-friend's desertion. 
 
Kenny turns his head and looks to Shannon, who's looking 
directly into his eyes without flinching. 
 

KENNY 
So - you're the only one - unchanged. 

 
She has the most curious expression on her face. 
 

SHANNON 
Yes. 

 
KENNY 

But - what does that mean? 
 

SHANNON 
Perhaps there is no meaning - right now I see only 
action - 

KENNY 
(trying to lighten up) 

Well - what say - want to come to Washington with 
us, see a whole bunch of action? 

 
EXT. PARKING LOT - SAME TIME 
 
In a very brief cut, we see ARTHUR at his car, reaching for 
something in the trunk - his breathing loud, wild - 
 

SHANNON (VO) 
I cannot sense, what I shall do next -  

 
KENNY (VO) 

I can't quite imagine going without you - we’re a 
team in all this. 

 
Arthur has something in his hand, but we're up close on his 
face, which is contorted with emotion, and can't quite see 
what he has in his hands - 
 

SHANNON (VO) 
(evenly) 

Here's your steak, Pops. 
 
INT. DINING ROOM - SAME TIME 
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The waiter walks past the two orientals, approaches Kenny's 
table, serves food. Camera angles and sound track have 
become tight-focused, slightly confused - looking for clues 
in seemingly random details. 
 
Travis is extremely excited. 
 

TRAVIS 
What say - shall I book tickets? In an hour my 
secretary can generate a list of every business 
powerhead in the world suffering from serious 
illness - we can take off on a totally confidential 
healing tour - transform the entire planet in one 
week, two weeks, three weeks max. 

 
Kenny reflects on this - cuts his steak, takes a bite - 
savors the taste - glances at Shannon - decides. 
 
 

KENNY 
Yeah - let's do it! 

 
Two intense individuals come bursting into the Country Club 
dining room, looking seriously out of place - LAZANTHO and 
MAHALENA. 
 
They pause at the doorway, see Kenny and friends - come 
hurrying toward them. 
 

LAZANTHO 
(tense but relieved) 

Ah - we are in time. 
 
Shannon suddenly gasps in total fright. 
 
Everyone looks where she is looking, to the entrance. 
 
ARTHUR stands there - with hunting bow pulled to max 
tension, razor-edged hunting arrow in place. 
 
Kenny stands up, shouts. 
 

KENNY 
Arthur - no! 

 
The oriental man and woman are both instantly in action, 
running martial-arts fast toward Arthur - 
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The fatal arrow is released, comes flying through the air 
fast, almost instantly - strikes Kenny full in the chest, 
sinks deep inside him - he falls back, into Shannon's lap. 
 
We see Arthur's expression - totally blown away by what he's 
done. 
 

ARTHUR 
(muttering) 

Unreal - destroy - unreality - 
 
Arthur is hit sudden and hard by the orientals, perhaps with 
lethal blows to solar plexus and head. 
 
Kenny gasps for air, blood coming out his mouth as he looks 
up into Shannon's eyes. 
 

KENNY 
(barely vocalizing) 

Shanny - take it. 
 

SHANNON 
(emotions finally ready to burst) 

No, Dad, you'll - 
 

KENNY 
It's yours - it's moving - come here. 

 
Shannon shudders - he reaches up, grabs her neck, pulls her 
down to his dying lips - kisses her.  
 
Perhaps subtle special effects show a sudden flash of energy 
transfer from father to daughter - 
 
The restaurant explodes in turmoil - Kenny's body is being 
pulled from Shannon's arms, people are screaming at the 
blood - gaping at the arrow which stands erect, protruding 
from Kenny's spasming chest - 
 

TRAVIS 
Oh Christ - the healer - needs a healer - God - help 
us! 

 
Mahalena is at Kenny's side, Lazantho too - 
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MAHALENA 
(shattered) 

I knew . . . 
 
 

TRAVIS 
(to Mahalena) 

Heal him - heal him! 
 
Kenny dies. 
 
Mahalena looks up into Shannon's eyes. There comes a sudden 
strange calm between them in the midst of all the radical 
emotions. 
 

MAHALENA 
(with force) 

You - leave - now. 
Ready to explode, Shannon responds to the order - turns, 
walks away from her father lying dead on the floor - heads 
out of the building. 
 
EXT. COUNTRY CLUB 
 
SHANNON comes - still stunned - walking out of the building. 
 
Kenny's Chevy comes driving up, with VIOLA at the wheel.  
 
A doorman opens the car door for Shannon - she gets into the 
car without taking her eyes off Viola. Seeing her 
expression, Viola gasps - 
 

VIOLA 
Oh no - Arthur, he, he didn't actually - he couldn't 
have -  

 
Somebody's running fast right at them - she leaps high, into 
the back of the car - MAHALENA. 
 

MAHALENA 
(urgently to Viola) 

Quick - drive. 
 
The car roars away from the Country Club. 
 
EXT. THE ROAD OUT OF OJAI - A FEW MINUTES LATER 
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We spy the car from way high up, VIOLA, MAHALENA and SHANNON 
silently heading along the road.  
 
We zoom in from afar, and hold on a close up of SHANNON's 
expression as they head out of Ojai -  
 
Shannon's expression is caught plunging through a gamut of 
raw emotions she's discharging into the wind that's lashing 
at her face - 
 
Viola drives fast - then slows down somewhat. 
 
Finally Shannon wipes her tears, somewhat regains her 
composure. Turning her head to meet first Viola's and then 
Mahalena's glance, a transformative, bright change slowly 
overwhelms her expression - she seems to be ready to explode 
with some feeling - her body shakes -  
Mahalena is watching Shannon carefully, spell-bound but also 
slightly afraid of what's happening. 
 
Meeting Mahalena's eyes, Shannon starts to slip into heavy 
downer emotions again - but suddenly becomes calm inside -  
 
Then bursts out with a slight, almost singing-bird, lilting 
laugh - a laugh quite similar to the one we've heard Kenny 
laugh every time he's done a healing - but now transformed 
into Shannon's new, feminine expression. . .  
 
Mahalena massages Shannon's tense shoulders - the lilting 
laugh momentarily causes Shannon's body to shudder, then 
lets go of her body, leaving her breathless - 
 

MAHALENA 
(amazed) 

You are, you must be - 
 

SHANNON 
(very quietly) 

Shh.  
 
They come to a cross-roads. 
 

VIOLA 
(to Shannon) 

So - what now - where to? 
 

SHANNON 
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I have no idea - away from all that - new. 
 

VIOLA 
Left or right? 

 
Shannon just smiles, laughs her special laugh again - 
settles back in her seat - 
 
Viola looks into Mahalena's eyes - then takes off in 
whichever direction she spontaneously chooses - 
 
The three women cruise along the open highway - Viola leans 
forward, puts a new cassette into the stereo . . .  
 
An intensely beautiful, uplifting climax tune starts playing 
on the soundtrack . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E N D 
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